Rye City Human Rights Commission Meeting
Minutes
December 15, 2025; 7:30 p.m.
Via Zoom
7:30 p.m.

In Attendance: Rita Capek, Chair; Laura Labriola, Ingraham Taylor, Maddie Morgan, Corey
Stark.

Welcome: Rita Capek called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. She welcomed Laura
Labriola as the newest member of the Commission.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the November 17, 2025, RCHRC meeting were
approved.
Discussion:

* 2026 Goals: Tabled until the January 2026 meeting.

* Human Rights Award: Rita created a QR code for the 2026 Human Rights Award. No
due date for nomination was set. We plan to request that MyRye publicize the award
and request nominations along with other community outreach. Rita asked each
member to nominate someone from the community for the award.

» Student Volunteers: Rita emailed each student who expressed an interest in
volunteering, but only three people replied to the message. The student volunteer
apathy might be a result of the RCSD potential change in community service
requirements. Maddie will send out follow-up messages to two other potential students.
We plan to follow up with the three students who replied and engage them in the social
media push for the Human Right Award.

» Black History Month: “The Hidden History of Slavery in New York” presentation/panel
discussion is scheduled for February 11, 2026, at 6:30 in the Rye Free Reading Room.
Ingraham described securing commitments from panel members and reaching out to
other potential panel members. Maddie agreed to serve on the panel. We plan to
contact RCSD history teacher Michael Szarkowicz to request that he join the panel for
the Hidden Salary in New York presentation.

» Student Member of the Human Rights Commission: Maddie agreed to look for her
replacement. The plan is to look for a student who can serve for at least two years.

» 2026 Meeting Dates: The 2026 monthly meeting of the Rye Human Rights Commission
are scheduled as follows:

January 12
February 9
March 16



April 13

May 11

June 8
September 21
October 19
November 16
December 14

Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.



