
City of Rye - Climate Smart Communities  
Task Force Meeting Minutes 

October 4, 2023  
 

 
 
Attendees:  
Brian Shea - Assistant City Manager 
Hilary Garland – Rye Sustainability Committee – Climate Smart Communities Coordinator 
Donna Providenti – Rye Sustainability Committee 
James Ward – Rye Sustainability Committee  
 
Discussion 
 
The Task Force continued to review the CSC Action Checklist to identify the actions that the 
City of Rye has completed. The Task Force also discussed the documentation required for each 
of the actions and determined who would be responsible for gathering the information. We 
agreed to meet again in one week, to keep us on track for the Bronze Certification application 
deadline of January 5, 2024. 
 
Pledge Elements (PE)  
 
PE 6 - Implement Climate Smart Land Use 

● The Rye Sustainability Plan adopted by the City Council in 2013, is more closely aligned 
with PE 2 Climate Action Plans. Since the plan is now 10 years old, we need to write an 
amendment to the current plan in order to qualify for points.  

● Comprehensive Plan with Sustainability Elements - needs further investigation 
● Unified Solar Permit - H. Garland to confirm if the current solar permit is acceptable 
● NYStretch Code - is under review by the State because it is at variance with other 

agencies 
● Green Building Ordinance & GreenLites - to be reviewed at a later meeting 
● Green Parking Lot Policies - there could be one parking lot that qualifies, but this 

requires a policy adoption. 
● Complete Streets Policy - B. Shea to determine if this has been adopted 
● Planning for Biking & Walking - B. Shea to follow up with Ryan Coyne 
● Infrastructure for Biking & Walking - B. Shea to review infrastructure improvements over 

the last 15 years 
● Alternative Fuel Infrastructure - B. Shea to provide the number of chargers, and date of 

installation at DPW 
● Access to Public Transit - needs further research 
● Safe Routes to School - D. Providenti to determine if we qualify 
● Natural Resources Inventory - needs updating and there is funding that might be 

available. H. Garland to follow-up with Tracy Stora 



● Local Forestry Program - B. Shea to obtain tree inventory and planting program from 
Ryan Coyne 

● Zoning for Protection of Natural Resources - B. Shea to provide relevant sections of our 
code 
 

PE 7 - Enhance Community Resilience to Climate Change 
● Climate Vulnerability Assessment - application with FEMA to make our code more 

resilient. B. Shea to provide more information  
● Heat Emergency Plan - B.Shea to provide information on the actions that have been 

taken to see if we qualify for points  
● Cooling Centers - we have established cooling centers. B. Shea to follow up with 

Michael Kopy 
● Conserve Natural Areas - H. Garland to follow-up to see if conservation efforts will 

qualify 
● Watershed-based Flood Mitigation Plan, Design Flood Elevation & Flood Maps, 

Freeboard Policies, Green Infrastructure, Riparian Buffers and Strategic Relocation are 
actions that have not been implemented at this time. 

● Right-sizing Bridges & Culverts - might qualify following a recent DEC study. B. Shea to 
follow-up 

● Nature-Based Shorelines - J. Ward to follow-up with B. Shea about FEMA’s 
recommendations 

● National Flood Insurance Program Community Rating System - B. Shea to follow up the 
Christian Miller 
 

 
The remaining actions will be discussed at the next CSC Task Force meeting on October 11, 
2023, at 2pm. Those actions are part of the following Pledge Elements:  
 
 
PE 8 Support a Green Innovation Economy 
PE 9 Inform and Inspire the Public 
PE 10 Engage in an Evolving Process of Climate Action 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Hilary Garland 
Rye Sustainability Committee 
CSC Coordinator 
 

 
 


