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CITY OF RYE
Golf Club
Interoffice Memorandum
To: Greg Usry, City Manager
From: Rye Golf Club General Manager
Date: January 4, 2022
Subject: Information Regarding Leaf Blower Use at RGC

The busiest time for gas-powered handheld and towed large-capacity leaf blowers is September through November. During this time of
year the golf club attempts to work on holes not adjacent to neighboring residences (1, 8, 9, 12 - 18) before 8§ AM and then move
towards golf holes neighboring residences (2-7, 10 & 11) later in the morning. The club's staff must also leaf blow the golf and Whitby
parking lots 3 times per week to ensure safe walking environments.

During this time of year, the use of electric-powered leaf blowers is not sufficient to address the large amount of leaf fall that we
experience throughout the property in addition to the leaves that are blown onto our property by landscapers servicing our immediate
neighbors. This also coincides with the time of year where the club begins to reduce seasonal staff. Requiring full-electric leaf blower
use with the current technology would likely result in a need to curtail operating hours for golfers or increase the seasonal staff budget
exponentially.

Unfortunately, not all trees lose their leaves at the same time and the late leaf fall of the numerous Oak trees throughout our property
also requires that we use leaf blowers in December while we have our leanest staff levels. Leaves going uncleaned overwinter on
playing surfaces can adversely impact these areas before permanent winter frost begins.

In season the maintenance crew continues on with its pattern of using electric leatblowers when weather permits on homes near
residences. Humid, damp, or rainy weather or large storm events may require the use of gas-powered leaf blowers in these areas which
the club will only do after 8 AM. In season the following areas require daily servicing from RGC with leaf blowers:

- On the putting greens every morning to remove dew, tree seeds, leaves, bird debris.
- All other areas of the maintained golf course where we mow (Greens- dail. Tee/Fairways 3 x Per week. Rough 1x per week)
- High traffic footpaths and the parking lot to remove debris as necessary.

In season to promote putting green health, we aerefy the greens 2 to 3 times a year. This process requires that several staff members use
high-powered leaf blowers to clear off the "plugs" of dirt that are pulled from the ground. Requiring electric leaf blowers for these
projects would likely require that the course has to be closed to golfers an extra day compared to our ability to get all the work done on a
Monday when the course is already closed or increase the size of our staff.

RGC has embraced the use of electric-powered maintenance equipment dating back to 2014 and we have continued to expand this area
of equipment as the technology has improved all in an effort to be a good neighbor and to be conscientious of environmental impact.





