
City of Rye 
Memorandum 

 
TO:                Mayor and Council 
                      Scott Pickup, City Manager 
 
FROM:          Eleanor M. Militana 
 
DATE:           February 21, 2014 
 
SUBJECT:     Questions from Playland Advisory Committee report  
 
 
Q
 
uestions for Rye:  

What services does Rye currently provide to the County related to Playland 
(Fire, EMT etc)? 

     Will any of these services need to be increased and if so at what cost? 
 Police 
 Fire Department 
 EMS 

     Will Rye benefit from increased attendance and year round usage? 
 
 
Below please find information in response to the questions raised by the Playland 
Advisory Committee regarding the proposed changes at Playland: 
 
 
Police: 
 
Currently Playland is monitored by Westchester County Police; in season staff 
includes: 2 Sergeants 
               4 - 6 County officers 
               12 Summer Rangers 
 
City of Rye Police assist Westchester County Staff as needed. Over the last 
three (3) years there have been 129 calls to Playland including City of Rye 
Marine patrol. If the existing Westchester County Police staff presence is 
maintained, the City of Rye support would remain relatively unchanged. It should 
be noted, however, that Playland is currently open for five months; the proposed 
changes include year-round facilities. If private security is brought in to replace 
Westchester County police then the role and demand for the Rye City Police will 
increase dramatically.  
  
 
 



Fire: 
 
In the Executive Summary section:  The Playland Advisory Committee has been 
in contact with Chief Cotter requesting feedback from the Fire Department.  Chief 
Cotter’s position is that the Fire Department has not been provided sufficient 
information about the Playland Improvement Plan with which to form opinions or 
base questions on.  If and when additional information becomes available the 
Fire Department may at that time forward its concerns to the Playland Advisory 
Committee.  
 
Currently the Fire Department provides all Fire and Rescue services to the park 
as needed.  The Fire Department responds to Playland on average 6.4 times a 
year (10 yr. avg.).  In comparison, the Fire Department responds to the Osborn 
Home complex an average of 14.7 times a year (10 yr. avg.).  In the past 10 
years the Fire Department has responded to the park as many as 20 times and 
as few as 3 times in a single year.  There are a large variety of calls that the Fire 
Department has responded to in the park including: Automatic Alarms and Brush 
Fires (usually related to fireworks, calls for actual fires, stuck rides, people stuck 
in rides, motor vehicle accidents and fires, along with a variety of other calls for 
assistance.   As with any other property within the City of Rye, the Fire 
Department will respond to any call for assistance at Playland.  
             
With a limited knowledge of the current plan it would not appear that there will be 
a need to increase staffing and or equipment within the Rye Fire Department. It 
should be noted that the Fire Department would like to have input into proposed 
plans, especially as they relate to emergency access of the property.  
 
 
EMS: 
 
Currently Playland is monitored by Westchester County EMS; in season staff 
includes: 2 basic first-aid stations 
                
The Port Chester-Rye-Rye Brook EMS (PCRRB) currently provides transport 
from the park during emergency calls.  PCRRB currently handles approximately 
100 calls during the Playland season. On anticipated busy days (i.e. July 4th), 
PCRRB keeps an ambulance on site since traffic could prohibit immediate 
access to the Park. Again, if the existing Westchester County EMS staff 
presence is maintained, the PCRRB support would remain relatively unchanged. 
Scott Moore, Administrator of PCRRB, noted that even with the change to a year-
round facility, the ambulance corps could handle the additional load. He also 
noted that EMS would like to be involved in plans for the new EMS stations since 
there are current problems with access to certain areas of the park and beach 
that they would like to see rectified.  
 
 



Financial: 
 
Under the proposed changes, the City of Rye will see no direct financial benefit 
from increased attendance and year round usage at Playland. The City 
receives the same benefit as every other community in Westchester County 
from operation of the park. As County property Playland is exempt from 
payment of local taxes to Rye; a PILOT could produce some additional 
revenue for the City.  


