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CITY OF RYE
MEMORANDUM
Honorable Mayor and Council Members
Marcus Serrano, City Manager
Enclosures - Council Packet

September 25, 2015

Enclosed with this memorandum are the following items:

Notice from the Government Finance Officers Association that the City of Rye
has received the Distinguished Budget Award.

Legal Department Update from the Corporation Counsel dated September 25,
2015.

Meeting notice for the week of September 28, 2015 is available on the City
website www.ryeny.gov under Calendar.


http://www.ryeny.gov/

®

Government Finance Officers Association
203 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2700

Chicago, Illinois 60601-1210

312.977.9700 fax: 312.977.4806

September 15, 2015

Eleanor Militana
Interim City Manager
City of Rye

1051 Boston Post Road
Rye, NY 10580

Dear Ms. Militana:

I am pleased to notify you that City of Rye, New York has received the Distinguished Budget
Presentation Award for the current budget from the Government Finance Officers Association
(GFOA). This award is the highest form of recognition in governmental budgeting and
represents a significant achievement by your organization.

When a Distinguished Budget Presentation Award is granted to an entity, a Certificate of
Recognition for Budget Presentation is also presented to the individual or department designated
as being primarily responsible for its having achieved the award. This has been presented to:

Finance Department

We hope you will arrange for a formal public presentation of the award, and that
appropriate publicity will be given to this notable achievement. A press release is
enclosed for your use.

We appreciate your participation in GFOA's Budget Awards Program. Through your
example, we hope that other entities will be encouraged to achieve excellence in

budgeting.

Sincerely,

Stephen J. Gauthier, Director
Technical Services Center

Enclosure

Washington, DC Office
1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 309 Washington, DC 20004 * 202.393.8020 fax: 202.393.0780
www.gfoa.org



September 15, 2015

PRESS RELEASE

For Further Information Contact
Stephen J. Gauthier (312) 977-9700
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Chicago--The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA)
is pleased to announce that City of Rye, New York has received the GFOA's Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award for its budget.

The award represents a significant achievement by the entity. It reflects the commitment of the
governing body and staff to meeting the highest principles of governmental budgeting. In order to
receive the budget award, the entity had to satisfy nationally recognized guidelines for effective
budget presentation. These guidelines are designed to assess how well an entity's budget serves as:

a policy document

a financial plan

an operations guide

a communications device

Budget documents must be rated "proficient" in all four categories, and the fourteen mandatory
criteria within those categories, to receive the award.

When a Distinguished Budget Presentation Award is granted to an entity, a Certificate of Recognition
for Budget Presentation is also presented to the individual or department designated as being
primarily responsible for its having achieved the award. This has been presented to Finance
Department:

For budgets beginning in 2013, 1,424 participants received the Award. Award recipients have
pioneered efforts to improve the quality of budgeting and provide an excellent example for other
governments throughout North America.

The Government Finance Officers Association is a major professional association servicing the needs
of more than 18,000 appointed and elected local, state, and provincial-level government officials and
other finance practitioners. It provides top quality publications, training programs, services, and
products designed to enhance the skills and performance of those responsible for government finance
policy and management. The association is headquartered in Chicago, Illinois, with offices in
Washington D.C. The GFOA's Distinguished Budget Presentation Awards Program is the only
national awards program in governmental budgeting.




CITY OF RYE

MEMORANDUM
TO: Honorable Mayor and Rye City Council
FROM: Kristen K. Wilson, Corporation Counsel
SUBJECT:  Litigation Update
DATE: September 25, 2015
CLAIMS

No new claims were filed this week.

TAX CERTIORARI

MICHAEL ROTH v. CITY OF RYE

Petitioner has served a Notice of Verified Petition and Petition against the City of Rye
challenging the Decision of J.H.O. Maher’s dated February 20, 2015 which upheld the City
Assessor’s original assessment. Petitioner alleges that J.H.O Maher’s decision is irrational. The
city is in receipt of Petitioner’s reply papers. The return date is September 14, 2015.

THE TOWN OF RYE AND THE RYE TOWN PARK COMMISSION v. THE ASSESSOR and
Board of Assessment Review of the CITY OF RYE

Oral argument took place in front of the following judges: Mastro, J.P., Skelos,
Dickerson and LaSalle. We are still waiting for a decision.

181 NEW ENGLAND SEAFOOD CORP. v. NOREEN WHITTY, et al
| appeared at a court conference with Judge Tolbert and his law clerk on April 21, 2015.

Motions for summary judgment are still pending.

WIWW v. CITY OF RYE

Briefs are due in the Court of Appeals on October 8, 2015.

LITIGATION

BEAVER SWAMP BROOK — (DEC Administrative proceeding)

The DEC Commissioner rendered a decision in which he partially upheld and partially
reversed the ALJ’s interim decision. The DEC Commissioner upheld the ALJ’s decision finding
that the negative declaration was rational and based on the record before it. In addition, the
Commissioner reversed the ALJ’s decision and found that Harrison’s application did meet the
standards under the Freshwater Wetland Act.

BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE IVES AT RYE v. CITY OF RYE
The City has served its Answer with Affirmative Defenses.

OMNI CONTRACTING V. CITY OF RYE

e:\legal\general\LitigationUpdate



The trial has been calendared to commence in November 2015.

RVIN REYES, etal v. CITY OF RYE, RYE GOLF CLUB, RM STAFFING & EVENTS, INC.,
MORRIS YACHT AND BEACH CLUB, INC. and SCOTT YANDRASEVICH, Jointly and
Severally

I attended a mediation session in front of Magistrate Davison to explore the
possibility of settlement. The parties did not settle at this time. Discovery is complete.
Next status conference is calendared for November 20, 2015.

GORDON and MARIA HARGRAVES v. CITY OF RYE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS,
WALTER & MARGARET NELSON, and Robert TALT

The City filed its answer and the Third Certified Record of Proceedings. Co-
Respondents filed and served their answering papers.

CHITTENDEN v. COMPAGNONE

The non-party deposition of Sergeant Charlie Hunter took place on August 14,
2015.Additional non-party depositions and other outstanding discovery will take place over the
next several weeks. The next compliance conference will be held on October 21, 2015.

CITY OF RYE v. TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF AMERICA

The City served its Complaint on Travelers. Travelers has answered the Complaint and
discovery is taking place. An initial conference was held before Judge Seibel and a short
discovery schedule was set, with fact discovery to be completed by December 11, 2015, and
expert discovery to be completed by March 11, 2015.

NOTICE OF DANGEROUS CONDITION
The City received a copy of a “Notice of Dangerous Condition” regarding any future bow
and arrow or other permitted deer hunting.

CHITTENDEN v. WILSON, et. al.
Petitioner commenced an Article 78 Proceeding seeking records pursuant to the Public
Officer’s Law. The return date is October 13, 2015.

CITY COURT

No unusual dispositions in prosecuting Vehicle and Traffic law matters and City
Code violations.
Respectfully submitted,

Kristen K. Wilson

Corporation Counsel
KKW/kkw
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