CITY OF RYE
MEMORANDUM

TO:

Honorable Mayor and Council Members

FROM:

Frank J. Culross, City Manager

SUBJECT:

Enclosures - Council Packet

DATE:

July 11, 2014

Enclosed with this memorandum are the following items:
7-5

Notice from Mayor Joseph Sack regarding the Mayor Morehead Benefactor
Campaign to raise funds to refurbish Council Chambers Hall for the 50th
Anniversary of Rye City Hall.

7-6

Notice regarding the NY Rising Community Reconstruction Program first public
meeting for the City of Rye to be held on Wednesday, July 16, 2014 from 7:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Rye Town Park Pavilion.

7-7

Notice regarding a Rye Town Park Commission meeting to be held on Tuesday,
July 15, 2014 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at Rye Town Hall.

7-8

Legal Department Update from the Corporation Counsel dated July 11, 2014.

7-9

Letter from Dan Ahouse, Cablevision Area Director Government Affairs,
regarding the removal of channels, effective immediately for Cablevision
customers.

7-10

Notice from Westchester County regarding Swimming Safety: Swim Only in
Guarded Areas, Drink Water, and Apply Sunscreen Often.

7-11

Notice from Westchester County regarding a free rabies clinic, sponsored by the
Westchester County Health Department, to be held on Saturday, July 26, 2014 in
Cortlandt Manor.

7-12

Meeting notice for the week of July 14, 2014 is available on the City website
www.ryeny.gov under Calendar.

Celebrate the Spirit of Generosity That Built Rye City Hall
Become a Mayor Morehead Benefactor Today

John Motley Morehead III
Mayor of Rye, 1926 -1930

Dear Citizens of Rye,
Almost 50 years ago, on December 5, 1964, Rye’s “new” City Hall was dedicated in a special
ceremony in the Council Chambers.
Amazingly, the construction of this public building was the result of the extreme private
generosity of one man – former Mayor John Motley Morehead.
Mayor Morehead donated the entire funds needed to design and construct City Hall, which has
served unfailingly as the home of our City government over the past half century to the present
day.
On December 10, 2014, Rye will celebrate the re-dedication of City Hall in another special
ceremony.
To mark this occasion, we are providing an opportunity for Rye residents to emulate the spirit of
generosity personified in Mayor Morehead.
While City Hall certainly has good bones, it could use some re-furbishing. Many aspects of the
building have gone without updating since the day it opened, including in the Council Chambers
itself, where the chairs and floor are “original.”
Donations of $250 and above are being accepted to fund these upgrades. The first 120
benefactors will have their names affixed to the 120 chairs in the Council Chambers. Donors of
$1,000 or more will additionally have their names memorialized on a commemorative plaque to
be displayed in City Hall.
There is no way that we can ever match the size of the gift bestowed on Rye by Mayor
Morehead. But we can certainly do our part to continue his legacy of giving in this small but
meaningful way.
And what better way to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the opening of City Hall than by
giving the main public meeting room of the building a much needed facelift!
Thank you for considering participation in this way, and I look forward to seeing you at the party
on December 10th!
Sincerely,
Mayor Joe Sack

NY RISING

Community Reconstruction Program

City of Rye 1 Public Meeting
st

Wednesday, July 16, 2014 from 7 to 9 PM
Rye Town Park Pavilion, 95 Dearborn Avenue

Rye’s future is up to you!

Come to the 1st community meeting to help to
shape the Community Vision for this plan.
n What are key flooding issues facing Rye?
n What are Rye’s community assets?
n How can Rye better weather another storm
event in the future?
n What would a more resilient Rye look like?

The NY Rising Community Reconstruction
Program, developed under Governor Cuomo’s
leadership, is providing your community with
assistance to rebuild Rye better than before. As
part of this process, we will be reaching out to you
at four community meetings to solicit get your
input on how Rye can become stronger and better
prepared for future storms.

Meeting sponsored by: Rye Planning Committee and the NY Rising
			
Community Reconstruction Program team members
For more information or to submit your comments and photos visit

www.stormrecovery.ny.gov/community-reconstruction-program

Rye Town Park

95 Dearborn Ave.
Rye, NY 10580
914 967-0965

RYE TOWN PARK COMMISSION
MEETING NOTICE
Commission Members
Joseph Carvin‐President
Joseph Sack, Mayor‐City of Rye
Neil Pagano, Mayor‐Village of Port Chester
Paul Rosenberg, Mayor‐Village of Rye Brook
Benedict Salanitro, Commissioner
Laura Brett, Commissioner

DATE & TIME:

Tuesday, 7/15/2014 @ 6:00PM

PLACE:

Rye Town Hall
10 Pearl Street
Port Chester, NY 10573

Tentative Agenda:
1.
Roll Call
2.
Pledge of Allegiance
3.
Approval of Minutes: 6/17/2014
4.
Comments from the Public
5.
Management Report
6.
Rye City Leash Law – Dog Subcommittee report
7.
Seaside Johnnies Menus and Pricing
8.
Seaside Johnnies Lease Extension Request
9.
Correspondence
a. Special Permit Request – Joseph Macri Family
10. Old Business
a. Trash/Dumpsters
11. New Business

CITY OF RYE
MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:
DATE:

Honorable Mayor and Rye City Council
Kristen K. Wilson, Corporation Counsel
Litigation Update
July II, 2013

TAX CERTIORARI
CARROLL v. CITY OF RYE
This matter is fully submitted before the Appellate Division, Second Department.
waiting for an oral argument date.

We are

THE TOWN OF RYE AND THE RYE TOWN PARK COMMISSION v. THE ASSESSOR and Board of
Assessment Review of the CITY OF RYE
The City's reply brief was served and filed. This matter is now fully submitted to the Appellate
Division, Second Department. We are waiting for an oral argument date.
WESTCHESTER JOINT WATER WORKS v. CITY OF RYE
This matter is now fully submitted before the Appellate Division, Second Department and we are
waiting for an oral argument date.
181 NEW ENGLAND SEAFOOD CORP. v. NOREEN WHITTY, et at
The petitioner has moved for summary judgment. The return date for the motion has been
adjourned to August 4, 2014.

LITIGATION
P. STEPHEN LAMONT, individuallv, AND ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE FOR
ELECTION EQUALITY and P. STEPHEN LAMONT II (a Minor) v. KRISTEN K. WILSON in
her individual and official capacity, TERRENCE E. MCCARTNEY in his individual and official
capacity, LAURA U. BRETT, in her individual and official capacity, JOSEPH A. SACK in his
individual and official capacity, JULIE P. KILLIAN in her individual an official capacity, FRANK
J. CULCROSS in his individual and official capacity, JIM BUONAIUTO in his individual and
official capacity, ANGELO RUNCO in her individual and official capacity, CITY OF RYE. JOHN
DOES, and JANE DOES.
A Summons, Complnint and Order to Show Cause were filed this week in United States
District Court claiming violations of Plaintiffs' rights under 42. U.S.C. 1983. The action seeks
compensatory and punitive damages against all named Defendants in the amount of $250,000;
activation of Plaintiff's membership at Rye Golf Club; an order permanently enjoining the
defendants from interfering with Plaintiffs' civil rights; and attorney's fees and costs. The papers
have been fonvarded to our insurance carrier. Defendants' opposition papers are due on July 16,
2014 and the hearing on the Order to Show Cause is calendared for July 23, 2014.
BEAVER SWAMP BROOK- (DEC Administrative proceeding)
A further conference call was held on May 22, 2014 to discuss the status of the City's
consultant's review of the pending wetland application. The next call with the mediator is scheduled for
mid-July and a tentative adjudicatory hearing has been scheduled for the third week of September.

e:\legal\general\LitigationUpdate

BASSETiv. CITY OF RYE
A notice of appeal has been filed.
CASPI y. CITY OF RYE
Motions for summary judgment were denied without prejudice and will be refiled at the
completion of briefing as part of the bundling rule. As a result, once the motion is fully briefed, all
papers will be submitted to the Court for review at one time.
DELLI PAOLI V. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
The Board of Appeals reaffirmed the Board of Architectural Review's decision to deny the
application at their May meeting.
BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE IVES AT RYE v. CITY OF RYE
The City has served its Answer with Affirmative Defenses.
OMNI CONTRACTING y. CITY OF RYE
The co-defendant Calgi Construction has filed for bankruptcy. As a result, the trial has been
adjourned.
'

AMERICAN LEISURE ACTIVITIES OF NEW YORK CITY INC. v. CITY OF RYE
Motions for summary judgment have been filed.
RVIN REYES. et al y. CITY OF RYE. RYE GOLF CLUB. RM STAFFING & EVENTS. INC ..
MORRIS YACHT AND BEACH CLUB. INC. and SCOTI YANDRASEVICH. Jointly and Severally
Plaintiffs filed a motion for class certification.
GORDON and MARIA HARGRAVES v. CITY OF RYE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. WALTER
& MARGARET NELSON. and Robert TALT

The City of Rye Zoning Board of Appeals has filed the Certified Record, Verified Answer and
Memo of Law in opposition to the Verified Petition.
SMALL CLAIMS
Megan Dempsey v. City of Rye
This case was dismissed this week. There is a 30 day appeal period.
CITY COURT
Routine calendar with no unusual dispositions.

R~d>f~
Kristen K. Wilson
Corpomtion Counsel
KKW/dfn
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D AN AHOli SE
AREA DIRECTOR. GOVERNMEN I' AI'!• AIRS

llahousc1t:&l!_bl r v!E0 .n.cout
914-378-4533

July 2, 2014

The Honorable Joseph Sack, Mayor
City of Rye
1051 Boston Post Road
Rye, New York 10580--2996

Re:

Immediate Channel Removals:
Media Korea TV -- Optimum Channel 1152
Puerto Rican Network- Optimum Channe l 1027

Dear Mayor Sack:
Pleasl~ let this letter provide notice that Cablevision has been informed by the CEO of
Media Korea TV (MKTV), that effective immediately, it will cease to transmit MKTV
programming which aired on Channel 1152. MKTV will no longer be available on
Cablevision channel line-ups.

In addition, please let this letter provide notice that Cablevision has been informed by
the Puerto Rican Network (PRNet), that effective immediately they have shut down
their operations and will cease to transmit PRNet programming. PRNet, which aired on
Channe l 1027and was included in the Optimum en espanol package, will no longer be
available on Cablevision chatmel line-up~.
Customers will be notified on air and through bill messaging of the elimination of these
channels. Tn addition, customers can always find the most current pricing channel lineup information on Cablevision's consumer website W'v\lw.optimum.com.
As always if you have any questions, please feel free to call me.

Sincere ly,

Dan Ahouse
CABLEVISION OF WESTCHESTER
Six Executive Plaza, Yonkers, NY 10701
914-378-8960

NEWS RELEASE
Sherlita Amler, MD, Commissioner, Department of Health
Ned McCormack, Communications Director
Contact: Caren Halbfinger (914) 813‐5013 / after hours: 813‐5000

For Immediate Release: July 10, 2014
SWIMMING SAFETY ADVICE FROM THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Swim Only in Guarded Areas, Drink Water and Apply Sunscreen Often
If your summer plans include a trip to a beach or pool, County Executive Robert P. Astorino and Health
Commissioner Sherlita Amler, MD have some advice to keep you safe.
“County pools and beaches are open for the season and we have worked hard to ensure that our
resident’s safety is first priority,” Astorino said. “Never swim in areas that are marked closed and it’s always
good to remind children to swim near lifeguards.”
When you are in the water keeping cool, it’s easy for both adults and children to forget the need to stay
hydrated and protect your skin from the effects of the summer sun.
“Be sure you and your family drink lots of water throughout the day at the pool or shore to avoid heat
exhaustion,” said Sherlita Amler, MD, Commissioner of Health. “Wear a hat and sunglasses, avoid the midday
sun and reapply sunscreen with a sun protection factor of at least 15 every two hours, especially after you swim
or sweat, to avoid sunburn.”
Dr. Amler had additional water safety advice for parents.
“It’s also critical never to leave a baby alone in water even for a second, and don’t leave children
unattended in a pool or at the shore,” Amler said. “Pool floats, inner tubes and noodles are no substitute for
close supervision. Swimming and alcohol, just like boating and alcohol, don’t mix. To avoid tragedy, make sure
young children and teenagers know not to sneak into closed pools or lakes, and to swim only where and when
there are lifeguards or adults watching them without any distractions.”
Last year in the United States, between Memorial Day and Labor Day, at least 202 children between 1
and 14 years of age drowned in a pool or spa, according to media reports cited by poolsafely.gov. New York
State had 11 drowning incidents in 2013, making it the state with the fifth highest count. Drowning is the

-more-

Swimming p.2

leading cause of unintentional death among children ages 1 to 4 and is the second leading cause of death for
children ages 5 to 14.
African American children between the ages of 5 and 19 are six times more likely to drown in pools
than white and Hispanic children that age, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Data
from USA Swimming indicate that 70 percent of African American children, 60 percent of Hispanic children,
and 40 percent of white children cannot swim. Children who cannot swim are more likely to drown.
Follow these tips to stay safe around pools and beaches this summer:
 Learn how to swim and teach your child how to swim.
 Never leave a child unattended in or near the water and always watch your children closely around all
bodies of water.


Designate a water watcher to supervise children in the pool, spa or at the shore. This person should not
be reading, texting, using a smart phone, or otherwise distracted.



Learn how to perform CPR on children and adults.



Keep children away from pool drains, pipes, and other openings to avoid entrapments.



Ensure any pool and spa you use has drain covers that comply with federal safety standards, and, if you
do not know, ask your pool service provider about safe drain covers.



At the beach, never fight currents; swim parallel to shore and at an angle if you find yourself in a rip
current.
For more health and safety tips, visit www.westchestergov.com/health and www.westchestergov.com;

Like us on Facebook at wchealthdept or follow us on Twitter at wchealthdept.

NEWS RELEASE
Sherlita Amler, MD, Commissioner, Department of Health
Ned McCormack, Communications Director
Contact: Caren Halbfinger (914) 813‐5013 / after hours: 813‐5000

For Immediate Release: July 9, 2014
FREE RABIES CLINIC SATURDAY, JULY 26 IN CORTLANDT MANOR
One-day vaccination clinic sponsored by the Westchester County Health Department
Free rabies vaccinations will be available by appointment for dogs and cats owned by Westchester County
residents on Saturday, July 26, 2014, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.at the Cortlandt Animal Hospital, 1 Dogwood Road,
Cortlandt Manor. For appointments, call the animal hospital at 914 737-3608. The clinic is sponsored by the
Westchester County Health Department.
Cats must be in carriers and dogs must be on a leash. Aggressive dogs must be muzzled. No
examinations will be given.
“Vaccinating your pet against rabies will protect your pet and your family in case your pet has contact
with a rabid or potentially rabid animal,” said Westchester County Health Commissioner, Sherlita Amler, MD.
“It is also required by law.”
Under New York State law, dogs and cats must receive their first rabies vaccine no later than four
months after birth. A second rabies shot must be given within one year of the first vaccine, with additional
booster shots given every one or three years after that, depending on the vaccine used. Owners who fail to get
their pets vaccinated and keep the vaccinations up-to-date may be fined up to $2,000.
Rabies is a fatal disease that is spread through the bite or saliva of infected animals. Those animals most
commonly infected are raccoons, skunks, bats and foxes. However, domestic animals such as cats and dogs are
also at risk because they can easily contract rabies from wild or stray animals.
A pet that is up-to-date with its rabies vaccinations would only need to get a booster dose of vaccine
within five days of the pet’s exposure to a known or suspect rabid animal. Animals not up-to-date with rabies
vaccinations would need to be quarantined or potentially euthanized following contact with a rabid or suspectrabid animal.

MORE

RABIES VACCINATIONS – Page 2
A change in an animal’s behavior is often the first sign of rabies. A rabid animal may become either
abnormally aggressive or unusually tame. It may lose fear of people and become docile or it may become
particularly excited and irritable. Staggering, spitting and frothing at the mouth are sometimes noted in infected
animals. Adults should encourage children to avoid touching unfamiliar animals and to immediately tell an
adult if they have been bitten or scratched by an animal.
All animal bites or contacts with animals suspected of having rabies must be reported to the
Westchester County Health Department at (914) 813-5000. After hours, callers should follow instructions in
the recorded message for reporting public health emergencies 24 hours a day.
To learn more about rabies and its prevention, visit the Health Department’s website at
www.westchestergov.com/health, like us on Facebook at facebook.com/wchealthdept or follow us on Twitter
@wchealthdept.

