CITY OF RYE
MEMORANDUM

TO:

Honorable Mayor and Council Members

FROM:

Scott D. Pickup, City Manager

SUBJECT:

Enclosures - Council Packet

DATE:

December 21, 2012

Enclosed with this memorandum are the following items:
12-7

News Release from Westchester County dated December 21, 2012 regarding the
estimated effect of the 2013 County Budget on local communities.

12-8

Notice regarding Project Hope: free counseling available for those affected by
Hurricane Sandy.

12-9

Legal Department Update from the Corporation Counsel dated December 21,
2012.

12-10

Meeting notice for the week of December 24, 2012 is available on the City
website www.ryeny.gov under Calendar.

NEWS RELEASE
Ned McCormack, Communications Director (914) 995-2932
Contact: Donna Greene (914) 995-2935

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Dec. 21, 2012

ESTIMATE OF EFFECT OF 2013 COUNTY BUDGET ON LOCAL COMMUNITIES IS RELEASED

The Westchester County Tax Commission today released its estimate of the effect that Westchester’s
2013 budget will have on individual municipalities.
For the third year in a row, County Executive Robert P. Astorino’s budget has not increased the county
property tax levy. For 2013, the tax levy – the amount to be collected in property taxes to fund county
government – remains at $548 million, identical to 2012 and 2011. This is a reduction of 2 percent from 2010,
when Astorino took office.
However, because communities assess properties at different levels of full value and property values
don’t go up and down uniformly from community to community, the amount owed by each municipality to the
county changes from year to year. A state equalization rate is applied to each municipality so that the tax can be
fairly apportioned.
The result is that even though the total amount of the tax levy in the 2013 budget did not increase, 15
communities will see their portion of county taxes go down and 10 will see them go up. The decrease in the
property tax bill to local governments will range from 7.67 percent in Mount Vernon to 0.45 percent in New
Castle. Increases range from 7.46 percent in the City of Rye to 0.83 percent in Pound Ridge.
“The county has done its job to hold the line on our county property tax,” said Astorino. “However,
every year the county tax levy affects local governments differently.”
County property taxes, including county special districts, account for about 15 to 20 percent of a
property owner’s tax bill. School taxes account for about 60 percent, and local government taxes 20 percent.
With the adoption earlier this month of a $1.7 billion budget for 2013, the county will send tax bills to
towns and cities. These bills are then used to determine what to charge local taxpayers for county services.
Bills to local taxpayers typically go out from the municipality in March and are due to the local municipality at
the end of April. Generally, the effect of the county tax on individual taxpayers will be a similar increase or
decrease to what the local governments see. Westchester County does not determine tax rates.

2013 COUNTY GENERAL TAX LEVY
BASED ON 2012 ASSESSMENT ROLLS
Municipality
ESTIMATED!
Percentage Change In
County Tax Levy Share
City of Mount Vernon
(7.67)
City of New Rochelle
(2.53)
City of Peekskill
(2.63)
City of Rye
7.46
City of White Plains
(6.07)
City of Yonkers
(3.19)
Town of Bedford
2.51
Town of Cortlandt
1.60
Town of Eastchester
(0.98)
2.10
Town of Greenburgh
Town of Harrison
5.73
Town of Lewisboro
(5.56)
Town of Mamaroneck
5.16
Town of Mount Kisco
(1.54)
Town of Mount Pleasant
1.22
Town of New Castle
(0.45)
Town of North Castle
3.25
Town of North Salem
0.90
Town of Ossining
(5.00)
Town of Pelham
(2.52)
Town of Pound Ridge
0.83
Town of Rye
(3.74)
Town of Scarsdale
6.33
Town of Somers
(3.18)
Town of Yorktown
(2.17)

