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CITY OF RYE
MEMORANDUM
Honorable Mayor and Council Members
Frank J. Culross, City Manager
Enclosures - Council Packet

September 25, 2009

Enclosed with this memorandum are the following items:

A Frequently Asked Questions brochure provided by Westchester County
detailing information on the Westchester County Housing Settlement.

Invitation to the Westchester Municipal Officials Association meeting to be held
on Thursday, October 8 at 6:00 p.m.

Information regarding Senior Law Day in Westchester being held on Thursday,
October 15 at the Westchester County Center.

Litigation Update from the Corporation Counsel dated September 25, 2009.

Meeting notice for the week of September 28, 2009.




Westchester County recently came to
an agreement with the federal govern-
ment to construct fair and affordable
housing units in some of Westchester's
less racially diverse communities. The
agreement is predicated on a new com-
mitment by the Obama administration
that counties that receive federal funds
must give all people an opportunity to
choose where they want to live.

Westchester County receives over $15
million in federal funds annually which,
in addition to providing housing, also
goes to approximately 40 municipalities
for neighborhood revitalization and
improvements such as sidewalks,
playgrounds, senior centers, as well as
for public infrastructure. These funds
also provide rental assistance for those
with mental iliness or disabilities who
are living independently.

While this settlement is the outcome of
a lawsuit, the county has admitted no
wrong-doing and was prepared to fight
the issue in court. But with litigation
such as it is, the county chose to settle
rather than be faced with the threat

of losing a $180 million lawsuit and
additional millions in federal funds.
Pursuing the lawsuit could also cost
millions more in legal fees.

There are 37

eligible communities in

Westchester.
Ardsley
Bedford
Briarcliff Manor
Bronxville
Buchanan
Cortlandt
Croton-on-Hudson
Dobbs Ferry
Eastchester
Harrison
Hastings-on-Hudson
Irvington .
Larchmont
Lewisboro
Mamaroneck Town
Mt. Pleasant
New Castle
North Castle

These homes
North Salem will be built in

Ossining Town accordance with

HUD require-
Pelham ments which do
Pelham Manor not allow for

discrimination.
If aperson feels
he or she has

Pleasantville
Pound Ridge
Rye

been discrimi-
Rye Brook nated against,
Scarsdale contact should

be made with
Somers the Westchester
Tarrytown County Human
Tuckahoe Rights
Yoiltown Commission at

(914) 995-7710

or online at
http://humanrights.westchestergov.com/

You've hear d

about the
housing settlement...

..Now, get the facts



Please read
these questions &
answers

Q How many homes will be built?

A 750 are supposed to be built over a 7 year period, but the
actual number can be less. The federal government recog-
nizes that there are forces beyond the control of the county,
such as local zoning and home rule, and has therefore left it
up to a monitor to lower the number or give the county more
flexibility as to the time period and location. Much of the
development depends on the county getting state funding
and local inclusionary zoning regulations.

Q Where will they be built?

A The settlement provides that most of the units be built in
communities that have less than 3 percent African American
population and 7 percent Hispanic population. Housing can
be spread among the 31 municipalities. This does mean that
all eligible communities will have these homes. Decisions will
be based on land availability, local zoning, environmental
conditions and other factors.

Q What is the housing like?

A The new housing, both home ownership and rental
apartments, will be high-quality, for moderate-income families
similar to what has already been constructed in Westchester.
The county’s Web site shows examples of fair and affordable
homes that were designed to fit into the character of the
communities. We are not talking about large apartment
buildings in single-family neighborhoods. Housing built
previously includes town houses in accordance with
local zoning regulations.

Q Who will be eligible for this housing?

A The county will use annual guidelines from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
that use a percentage of Westchester's median income
taking into account the number of people in a family. Home
ownership will be offered to a family of four, for example,
with an annual income up to $84,200. Rental units may go
to families with annual incomes up to $63,180. It is not
low income or homeless housing. Homes will be made
available to working people who are able to afford rental
or mortgage payments, utilities, and where units are
purchased, property taxes.

Q How will this affect my school district?

A ltis a myth that affordable housing will have a negative
impact on school district resources. Sources cite U.S. Census
Bureau statistics showing that rental apartments have fewer
children per unit on average than owner-occupied, single-
family housing. While some of the homes built will be home
ownership, these should not impact the schools any more
than market rate housing.

Q What does the settlement cost county gov-
ernment and what will it cost me as a taxpayer?

A The settlement specifies $62.5 million, but $51.6 million
of it will support the creation of fair and affordable housing
over 7 years. (This money would have been earmarked for
housing anyway given the county’s existing housing program
priorities and capital plan.) The balance covers payments
made to others to cover the settlement. The impact of these
dollars on property taxes will be negligible.

Q How will fair and affordable housing affect
my local taxes?

A These homes will pay their local town, village, county and
school taxes, just like any other home.

Q How will this affect my property values?

A Anumber of studies have documented that contemporary
fair and affordable housing developments have no impact on
nearby property values. Approximately 2,800 such homes
have been approved and constructed over the last 10 years
throughout Westchester, and they have had no affect on
adjacent property values.

Q How do I get on a list to obtain this housing?
A The county is in the process of developing an implementa-
tion plan. It will include a method to inform interested people
on how to participate. Information on such opportunities will
be posted on the county’'s Web site at:
wesltchestergov.com/housing.

Q How can I inform the county if I know of
available land?

A We will have a place on the Web site where you can
send suggestions.

Q Is this housing only for African-Americans
and Hispanics?

A No. ltis illegal for the county (or anyone else) to discrimi-
nate against any group of people. What this settlement does
is give all people the opportunity of choice. But because the
eligible communities have little or no minorities, under the
new federal focus it will be the responsibility of Westchester

County to conduct effective outreach and marketing to these
populations to encourage their interest. But, the selection
process must be fair and open, giving all applicants an equal
chance.

Q Will the housing remain affordable?

A Each of the homes will have a restrictive covenant filed
that will protect its long term affordability for 50 years.
Owners will have the opportunity to sell their homes but
that resale price will be controlled and the new buyers must
still fit the income guidelines applicable at the time.

Q How great is the need in Westchester for
affordable housing?

A The lack of affordable housing has long been an issue in
Westchester. As a result both Republican and Demaocratic
administrations have focused on what could be done to
provide housing for our workforce, our seniors and our young
people who grow up here, but cannot afford to stay here.
The need for this housing is far greater than the 750 units
stipulated in the settlement That's why the county has been
committed to find ways to fund and work with developers and
non-profits to build homes that can be sold or rented for less
than market cost. Previously we have worked with municipal
officials to build units in our cities and in some of our towns
and villages.

Q Before the settlement, what did the county do
to support construction of affordable housing?
A Over the last decade, Westchester County government
has helped to fund the building of 1,704 units of fair and
affordable housing throughout the county including 1,370
rentals and 334 homeowner units. These have been built
with the help of approximately $15 million in funds from
HUD and $35 million in county funds. Under this settiement
we will continue this practice. The only difference is that the
settlement funds must be used in the 31 eligible communities.
Separate from the settlement, the county will continue to
help fund housing units in those non-eligible cities, villages
and towns.

Q If there were no lawsuit, would the county
be doing anything differently?

A Under a new commitment by the federal government,
counties who accept federal funds must take this action

to give all people the opportunity of choice. We cannot afford
to refuse millions of dollars in federal funds that have helped
our communities, non-profit agencies, the mentally ill and
disabled, seniors and children over the years. Refusing
funds would add over 3% to county property taxes.



WESTCHESTER MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION

1133 Westchester Ave., Suite N-220 White Plains, NY 10604 « Phone (914) 948-2075 « Fax (914) 470-2972

OFFICERS
LEE V.A. ROBERTS, President

REESE BERMAN, 13 Vice Presidont MEETING NOTICE
Superviser, North Castle

DREWFOXELL Recarang Secrtary Thursday, October 8, 2009 HOST: Village of Hastings-on-Hudson
DENNISPILLA, Treasurer PLACE: The Riverview

Mayor, Pord Chester
EXEGUTVE COMMITTEE One Warburton Avenue

T s Hastings-on-Hudson, NY

MICHAEL BLAU
Administrator, Tamytown 914- 965—7220
CATHERINE BORGIA
Supervisor, Town of Osining RERE R AR KRR AR R AR AR KRR AR AR LT AR R AR AR A AR R AR KR AR Rk A R

Swporvsor Lowissors 6200 PML.......o Reception
LINDA G. COOPER . N
Manager, Ossining 700pm. ..o, Business Meeting
GENNARO FAIELLA .
Admiristrator, New Caste TASpma..ooooii Dinner
ALFRED A. GATTA

Manager, Scarsdale .

pManager, Scarsdale T45pm............l Speaker
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WILLIAM HANAUER

MARY ARV AGENDA
ROBEHT MEEHAN 1. Callto Order — Lee V.A. Roberts, President
viitrew oweerre. 2. Introduction of the Village of Hastings Officials and Staff in attendance -
Supervisor, Momaroneck . «
STEVE OTIS Mayor Peter Swiderski
Introduction of Special Guests — Lee V.A. Roberts, President
oHnsom Roll call of members, with numbers in attendance — Drew Fixell, Secretary

3
4,
JOSEPH SOLIMINE 5. Approval of Minutes for September 10, 2009
6
7

Mayor, Rye
JOHN PIERPONT
Manager, Petham Manor

Superviscr, Petham % X
Approval of Vouchers — Dennis Pilla, Treasurer
Announcements:
e i . 8. Committee Reports:
FINANCE ASSISTANT 9. Qld Business:
NOREEN FISHER .
10. New Business:

COUNSEL
LESTER D. STEINMAN, Esq.

MEMBERS
ARDSLEY
BEDFORD

BRIARCUFF MANOR SPEAKERS: Cheryl Winter Lewy, Chair, Westchester County Planning Board

BRONXVILLE
BUCHANAN and

CORTLANDT
O DOBES FERRY Ed Buroughs, Deputy Commissioner, Westchester County Planning
EEINSFORD. . Department

runeTonovoson  PROGRAM: “Visualizing Westchester - The Next Steps in Westchester 2025:

LARCHMONT .
LEWISBORO Planning Together”

e Next Meeting — — November 12, 2009
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'ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁg Please Note: If you will be attending this meeting, you must make a reservation by calling
OSSINING TOWN Marie Oelkers at 914-478-3400 x 613 Monday through Friday between the hours of 9:30
PELHAM a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Reservations must be made by Friday, October 2. 2009.

PORT CHESTeR If you make a reservation and do not attend without canceling your reservation, you
Fveemy will be responsible for the full cost of the meal.




Westchester
gOV.COIM

Andrew J. Spano, Westchester County Executive
County Board of Legislators

Senior Law Day
in Westchester

Free Legal Advice

Thursday, October 15
9 a.m. tol p.m.
Westchester County Center, White Plains

For Older Adults, Their Families
and Significant Others

NEW WORKSHOP:
What Happens if I Can’t Manage My Own Financial Affairs?
(Includes discussion of 2009 changes in the power of attorney law)

Other Featured Workshops:

* Age Discrimination: What are your rights if you are forced to retire because of your age?

* Smart Gifting to Children and Grandchildren: Estate, gift and capital gains taxes

* Floating Your Retirement Boat: How to keep you and your investments on an even keel

* Show Me the Way to Go Home: What to do/where to go when vou leave the hospital.

« Estate Planning: Nuts and bolts of “Elder Law 101"

* What Is Probate? Do I need a trust or is a will enough?

* Senior Crime Busters: Learn how to avoid identity theft and other scams

* Talleres En Espanol: Como Escoger un Seguro de Cuidado de Salud y de Recetas Médicas
Aprobado por Medicare, Servicios Para Personas Mayores Victimas de un Crimen o de Abuso
And more.......

Pro Bono Sessions: From noon to 1 p.m,. lawyers and certified financial planners will offer free,

one-on-one, 15-minute consultations. These appointments are on a first-come first-served basis.

Registration: Pre-registration is required for the entire event and pro bono sessions by October 6.
Call (914) 813-6400 to sign up. Individuals taking part in the pro bono sessions must
confirm their reservations on the day of the event.

Free Breakfast Free Parking

DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR PROGRAMS & SERVICES
Mae Carpenter, Commissioner



CITY OF RYE

MEMORANDUM
TO: Honorable Mayor and Rye City Council
FROM: Kevin J. Plunkett, Corporation Counsel
SUBJECT: Litigation Update
DATE: September 25, 2009
CLAIMS

A Notice of Claim has been filed by Carrie French of 46 Meadow Place. The notice
states that Ms. French’s automobile, which was parked in her driveway, was damaged by a DPW
vehicle. The claim has been forwarded to our insurance carrier.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDING
BEAVER SWAMP BROOK - Wetland permit for the T/V of Harrison Project Home Run

I have been informed that Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) staff will
not appeal the ruling by the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) requiring the DEC to conduct an
independent SEQRA on the Harrison proposed Project Homerun. The Town of Harrison may
still appeal the decision of the ALJ.

LITIGATION
R.B. CONWAY v. CITY OF RYE

The City has served and filed its Verified Answer with Affirmative Defenses and
Counterclaims in the above action. We anticipate that the discovery process will commence
shortly.

CITY COURT
Routine calendar with no unusual dispositions.

Respectfully submitted,

[ ovvin ) Fler bt
Kevin J. Plunkett
Corporation Counsel

KJP/dfn

Note: There will be no litigation update next week.

e:\legal\general\LitigationUpdate



CITY OF RYE

MEMORANDUM
TO: Department Heads
FROM: City Clerk’s Office
SUBIJECT: Weekly Meeting Notice
DATE: September 18, 2009

Meetings scheduled to be held during the week of September 28, 2009.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2009

Board of Architectural Review
8:00 P.M.
Employee Lounge

Planning Commission
7:00 P.M.
Council Chambers
Mayor’s Conference Room

cc: News Media
Kerry Donahue



