MINUTES of the Regular Mesting of
the City Council of the City of Rye heldin
City Hall on November 17, 1999 at 8:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
STEVEN OTIS, Mayor
CAROLYN CUNNINGHAM
ROBERTA DOWNING
ROBERT H. HUTCHINGS
ROSAMOND LARR
ARTHUR STAMPLEMAN
KATHLEEN E. WALSH

Councilmen

ABSENT:
NONE

1. Pledge of Allegiance

Mayor Otisinvited the audience to join the council in the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Cdl

Mayor Otis caled the meeting to order; a quorum was present to conduct officid city business.

Mayor Otis announced that City Manager Culross has decided to retire in February, 2000 after
twenty-one years of dedicated service to Rye. The Mayor praised Mr. Culross for being the foremost
municipd manager in Westchester County. He commended his achievements and described the City
Manager as an individuad who is sengtive to the needs of the resdents.

3. Residents may be heard who have matters to discuss that do not appear on the agenda

A. There were no resdents wishing to be heard on matters that did not appear on the agenda.
B. Councilman Stampleman made the following statement.

“I would like to spesk to the Planning Commission’s November 12th letter to us, in order to
alay two concerns they expressed.
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‘One of their concerns related to comments which they read as contending the city’s review
process was primarily responsble for the Rye Free Reading Room's decison to withdraw its
goplication for its expansion project. Rather, | take, a face vaue, the Library’ s satements @) that they
halted the project because a funding gap developed after the library submitted its gpplication, and b)
that an expangon to the north would better meet their needs. | do not see this Stuation as evidencing
problems with the city’s planning process. Rather, | see a planning process which worked as it should
have, to baance and protect the interests of dl the parties involved, cutting no corners for so important
alocation, and one which, of necessity, took the timeit did because of its very complexity.

‘Planning’s other concern was that the City’s planning procedures might be dtered for the
review of arevised application by the Library. | see no need to dter our review process.”

Mayor Otis sad that thisissue will be consdered at a future council meeting. He acknowledged
that the Library tried to make the Planning Commission’s recommendations work. It is his hope that the
council will work with the Rye Free Reading Room and the Planning Commission to bring this project to
asuccessful conclusion.

Councilwoman Cunningham gave strong support to the Planning Commission and stressed the
complexity of this project.

Councilwoman Lar prased the Planning Commisson and dl the Boards, Committees and
Commissions for listening to the voice of the people. She commended Councilman Stampleman for his
superb letter.

Councilman Hutchings questioned why there was s0 much defense for the Planning
Commisson. He said the process has not been chalenged, therefore, why is the council rushing to a
defense.

Councilwoman Wash informed the council that she attended the Community Leedership
Alliance a Pace Universty on the environmenta review process. It was suggested that there be
periodic joint meetings of the council, planning boards, and other boards so that dl understand and
operate from the same base. She respectfully recommended that the council consider doing this next
year.

4. Public hearing on a proposed locd laws amending the Code of the City of Rye by cresting a
new chapter, Chapter 90, Fences and Walls, and repeding inconsstent sections of the City
Code

Mayor Otis opened the public hearing. He solicited comments from the public and the council
on the drafts of the proposed loca law on fences dated November 5, 1999 and November 9, 1999.
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The council discussed:

Councilwoman Cunningham'’s recommendeation to sate explicitly Sx heavily
trafficked streetsin Section 90-18, Standard for Review,

amending Section 90-8 by diminating the word “hedge’ from sub section 3
and ending that section after the words “within sx feet from the fence or
wal”,

Mr. Nicholas Everett’s November 9, 1999 memo containing his persona
comments relative to draft 9 of the proposed locd law,

the fact that City Planner Zepf will forward the FPanning Commisson's
comments to the council,

concern about unintended consequences from some amendments to the
fence ordinance,

datus of violations,
the distinction between a variance and a specid exception, and
methodology of drafting alocd law.
Mayor Otis asked Councilwoman Cunningham and Corporation Counsdl Nedle to draft another

verson of the local law which would incorporate comments from this public hearing. The public hearing
will be continued at the December 1, 1999 councl medting.

5. Condgderation of proposed loca law amending Article 1l of Chapter 157 of the Rye City
Code, Sanitary Regulations, by amending Section 157-34, Fees

Mayor Otis acknowledged the November 12, 1999 memo from City Manager Culross on the
proposed amendment to Sanitary Regulations.

The City Manager informed the council that the city has experienced difficulty in collecting the
fee for excess amounts of bulk pick-up as provided in Section 157-28 of the Rye City Code.
Currently, the city’s qotions are to take each case to civil court or refuse future service for repest
offenders. The City Comptroller writes off $2,000-$5,000 per year as uncollectable. He respectfully
recommended that the council consider amending Section 157-34 of the code to provide for adding
unpaid bulky materids charges to the tax roll. He dso recommended that a resolution be passed
amending the bulky materids fee schedule to add a $25 pendty for any amount not paid within 60 days,
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an additiond $25 pendty if not paid within 90 days, and an additiond $25 pendlty if collection by levy is
required. The basic fee Sructure is unchanged.

A generd council discussion focused on the pendties and Councilwoman Wash's suggestion to
amend Section 157-34C by changing the word “ charges’ to “pendlties’.

Councilman Stampleman made a motion, seconded by Councilman Hutchings and unanimoudy
carried, to adopt the following resolution:

WHEREAS, aproposed locd law entitled “ A locd law amending Article 111 of Chapter 157 of
the Rye City Code, Sanitary Regulations, by amending Section 157-34, Fees’, has heretofore been
introduced at this meeting and placed before the Mayor and each Councilman, and

WHEREAS, it is now desred to cal a public hearing on such proposed locd law, now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Rye asfollows:

Section 1. Pursuant to Section 20 of the Municipd Home Rule law and the Charter of the City
of Rye, New York, a public hearing will be held by the Council of said City on December 1, 1999 at
8:00 P.M. at City Hall, Boston Post Road, in said City, for the purpose of affording interested persons
an opportunity to be heard concerning such resolution.

Section 2. Such natice of public hearing shdl be in subgantidly the following form:

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF RYE

Notice of Public Hearing on a proposed local law amending Article
[l of Chapter 157 of the City of Rye Code, Sanitary
Regulations, by amending Section 157-34, Fees

Notice is hereby given tha a public hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of Rye
on the 1st day of December, 1999 at 8:00 P.M. at City Hall, Boston Post Road, in said City, a which
interested persons will be afforded an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed loca law
amending the Code of the City of Rye by amending Article 111 of Chapter 157 of the City of Rye Code,
Sanitary Regulations, by amending Section 157-34, Fees.

Copies of sad locd law may be obtained from the office of the City Clerk.

Dated: City Clerk
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Councilman Stampleman requested thet the City Manager look into whether smilar problems
exigt with other fees and fines and if S0, whether they should also be converted into tax liens.

6. Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Kaesle Boos
Asociates, Inc., Architects, for architectural and enginegring services for additions and
renovations of Milton Fire House and Fire Headquarters for a fee of $420,000 for basic
avices

Mayor Otis acknowledged the November 12, 1999 memo from City Manager Culross
regarding the architecturad and engineering services for additions and renovations of Milton Fire House
and Fire Headquarters. The Mayor commended Councilman-dect McKean for reviewing the
proposed contract and for his valuable insight. He recommended that Mr. McKean be added to the
committee working on this project.

City Manager Culross gpprised the council that these architecturd and engineering services
should not exceed $420,000.

Councilman Stampleman made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Larr, to adopt the
following resolution:

RESOLVED, that that City Council of the City of Rye hereby
authorizes the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Kaestle
Boos Asociates, Inc., Architects, for architecturd and engineering
sarvices for additions and renovations of Milton Fire House and Fire
Headquarters for a fee which does not exceed $420,000 for basic

services.
ROLL CALL:
AYES Mayor Otis, Councilmen Cunningham, Downing,
Hutchings, Larr, Stampleman, and Wash
NAY S:None

ABSENT: None
The resol ution passed.
On behdf of the Fire Department, Fire Chief George Balantoni expressed appreciation to the

council members for their time and effort in making this project become aredity. He sad that the Fire
Department is aways ready to serve the community.
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7. Draft unapproved minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council held November 3, 1999
and the speciad meeting held November 8, 1999

Councilwoman Cunningham made a motion, seconded by Councilman Hutchings and
unanimoudly carried, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council of November 3,
1999 as amended.

Councilman Hutchings made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Cunningham and

unanimoudy carried, to gpprove the minutes of the special meeting of the City Council of November 8,
1999 as submitted.

8. Miscellaneous communi cations and reports

A. Councilman Stampleman announced that the Commisson on Human Rights will present its
award to Ms. Kate Loree on Sunday, November 21, 1999 a 3:00 P.M. in Christ Church. He
cordidly invited dl council membersto attend.

B. Councilman Stampleman asked that the council receive notices about the Community Summit.

C. Councilman Stampleman stated that Section 197.13.2 Alansten is obsolete and suggested that it
be deleted from the City of Rye Code. He has discussed this with Mr. David Parsons, the Landmarks
Advisory Committee, and The Jay Heritage Center and dl agree.

Councilman Stampleman made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Larr and unanimoudy
carried to adopt the following resolution:

WHEREAS, a proposed loca law entitled “A local law repeding Chapter 197-13.2 of the
City of Rye Code, Landmarks Preservation Didtrict, Alansten” has heretofore been introduced at this
meeting and placed before the Mayor and each Councilman, and

WHEREAS, it is now desred to cal a public hearing on such proposed locd law, now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Rye asfollows

Section 1. Pursuant to Section 20 of the Municipa Home Rule law and the Charter of the City
of Rye, New York, a public hearing will be held by the Council of said City on December 1, 1999 at
8:00 P.M. at City Hall, Boston Post Road, in said City, for the purpose of affording interested persons
an opportunity to be heard concerning such resolution.



Regular Meeting - City Council
November 17, 1999 - Page 7

Section 2. Such notice of public hearing shdl be in subgtantidly the following form:

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF RYE

Notice of Public Hearing on a proposed local law repealing Chapter 197-
13.2 of the City of Rye Code, Landmarks Preservation District,
Alansten

Noatice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of Rye
on the 1t day of December, 1999 at 8:00 P.M. at City Hall, Boston Post Road, in said City, a which
interested persons will be afforded an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed loca law
amending the Code of the City of Rye by repeding Chapter 197-13.2 of the City of Rye Code,
Landmarks Preservation Didtrict, Alangten.

Copies of said locd law may be obtained from the office of the City Clerk.

Dated: City Clerk

D. Councilwoman Larr informed the council that Mr. Tiberio Gaspari’s letter on enforcement of
truck height restrictions gppeared in today’s editoria section of the Journa News. She recommended
that thisissue be addressed by the Traffic and Transportation Committee.

E Councilwoman Wash reported that Mr. Lawrence Lehman, member of the Planning
Commission, suggested that the council might consder closing the record on the proposed traffic Sgnd
at the intersection of the Playland Access Road and the Old Post Road. He suggested that the Council
adopt a resolution that states that it has decided not to proceed with the ingdlation of the traffic light.
This he sad, would avoid any lidbility.

9. Old Busness

A. Councilman Hutchings commended the City Manager for his excdlent report on activity of the
Police Department. He expressed his surprise that Police Commissioner Pease will be retiring.

B. Councilwoman Cunningham asked the City Manager for a current map of the Rye ralroad
dation parking lots.

10. New Business
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A. Councilman Stampleman asked about the format for proposed changes to the budget.
Councilwoman Larr questioned if the budget work sessons could be televised.

Councilman Hutchings sad that tdevisng work sessons would require staff and he was
reluctant for us to increase the staff’s present work schedule.

B. In response to Councilman Stampleman’s question, Mayor Otis said that he has drafted a letter
to Mr. Michadl Defeo regarding not changing the Old Post Road back to atwo-way street.

11. Adjournment

Councilwoman Cunningham made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Larr and unanimoudy
carried, to adjourn into executive session to discuss various personnel matters at 9:25 P.M.

The City Council adjourned executive session a 10:50 P.M. and resumed the regular session.

Councilman Hutchings made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Cunningham, to increase
the rate of compensation for the City Manager by 4% based on the fiscal year 1999 base sdlary amount
for that pogtion.

Councilman Hutchings made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Cunningham, to award the
City Manager a $10,000 performance bonus based upon his service for the fisca year 1999 and to
include that amount for the purpose of cdculating his base sdary for the fiscd year 2000.

ROLL CALL:

AYES Mayor Otis, Councilmen Cunningham, Downing,
Hutchings, Larr, Stampleman, and Wash

NAY S:None

ABSENT: None
The motion carried.

There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Hutchings made a motion, seconded by
Councilwoman Walsh and unanimoudly carried to adjourn the meeting a 11:05 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
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AliceK. Conrad
City Clerk



