
Comments sent in since June 2020 
 
================================================================================== 
 
To Mayor Josh Cohn 
To Rye City Council Members 
 
This letter is to encourage you to approve the zoning change requested by the Osborn. 
As a five year resident I have come to greatly appreciate the Osborn for its excellent services and the 
care and support it provides.  My husband and I moved to the Osborn from Virginia five years ago, and  
when he died two years later I was more than grateful to be in such a supportive community.  It was a 
great comfort to be surrounded by caring friends and capable Osborn staff. 
 
I also realize for the Osborn to be capable of continuing this level of care and services it must adapt with 
the times.  It will need to offer an updated facility that provides even more opportunities for its 
residents. 
 
I believe this can be done without changing the character of the neighborhood and  it can 
also maintain the beautiful campus we all appreciate and enjoy.   The continued success of the Osborn 
will benefit everyone in the City of Rye. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rosemary Middleton 
Apartment 2403 
The Osborn 
 

To the Mayor and City Council 

 Re Osborn Zoning change 

I am writing in support of the request for the zoning change.  My wife and I moved to our apartment, 
4314, in the independent living section of the Osborn eight and a half years ago, joining the hundreds of 
Osborn independent living Rye residents. We have been very impressed with our apartment and the 
beauty and quality of life here, and the attention and support of the staff.  All the more so when two 
years ago my wife suffered from the onset of Parkinson’s and dementia  and the support and care of the 
staff made it possible for us to be together in our apartment, and in community dining , until she died in 
2019. 

 The work of all of the Osborn staff to keep us safe in the pandemic has been heroic in our eyes. 

We are all concerned that the Osborn should continue to be economically viable and continue the 
standard of service and care so support the zoning request.  We are grateful to be Osborn residents and 
hope that the City will continue to make that possible for the institution to continue to be the leader in 
its field and of service to the community. 

 Robert November 
4314 Theall Road 



  

================================================================================== 
Letter from Chamber of Commerce: 
 
September 25, 2020  
To: Mayor Josh Cohn & Rye City Council  
 
Dear Mayor Cohn:  
 
I am writing this to you to express my support of The Osborn’s request for a zoning text 
amendment which is pending before the Rye City Council. As a lifelong resident of Rye, I 
know the importance of The Osborn in our community. They are a major employer and 
one of the largest single taxpayers to the city and the Rye City School District. As the 
president of the Rye Chamber of Commerce, I have had had the pleasure and 
opportunity to work with The Osborn many times and want to ensure this Rye 
institution continues to be competitive and prosperous in the future.  
 
As you know, there are many new senior living communities being built around 
Westchester County and in order for The Osborn to compete with these new facilities, 
they must modernize their amenity spaces for current residents ad add new residences 
for future ones – all while being true to the integrity of their campus.  
 
I believe that The Osborn is one of Rye's most valuable resources and must be allowed 
to adapt to changing needs and market realities. This is imperative for the Rye business 
community and the community as a whole. The fastest-growing part of the U.S. 
population is in the cohort that is 85 and over. If The Osborn is not able to make 
reasonable changes to their campus, it could jeopardize its future in years to come.  
 
I would like to request that you share this letter of support with the entire city council 
prior to the next council meeting. Thank you for your assistance and for all you do for 
the city of Rye. Your efforts are appreciated.  
 
Sincerely,  
Tony Coash President, Rye Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Josh Cohn, September 29^^ 2020

I am a resident of The Osborn. I urge you to vote affirmatively for the
zoning change requested by The Osborn administration.

The Osborn must keep up with the competition and modernize. Such

action wlii protect the substantial financial involvement in The Osborn

made by independent living residents.

Approving the zoning change will enable administration to develop a
specific proposal which of course would be subject to further review by
the Rye City government.

I am confident that our administration will make a proposal which

meets the needs of modernization and the requirements of Rye city

government thus continuing as a good neighbor to ail of Rye City

My confidence in these actions by The Osborn administration is based
upon my dealings with administration during the 10 years of my

residence, in particular i note the very successful program implemented

by the administration in dealing with the effects of Covid-19 upon ail

sections of The Osborn, the Pavilion, assisted living and Independent
living.

Members of my family who are Rye City residents have the same

confidence in the actions of The Osborn administration as I do.

Yours truly,

Thomas J. Lavan





















I'm a long time resident of The Osborn.   Each month we pay "rent".  When I first moved here, the "rent" 
bill itemized a portion of that charge as "taxes"...including the City of Rye, the School District and 
Westchester County.  We were informed that those "tax" payments were NOT DEDUCTIBLE on our 
individual annual income tax payments to the Federal Government and NY State.  Because some 
residents mistakenly did take those itemized payments on their own tax returns so The Osborn stopped 
showing those amount.  But, I do know and fully support paying those taxes for the privilege of living in 
such a wonderful community as Rye.  Now, I am asking for your support of the Osborn's requested 
zoning changes because The Osborn needs to plan ahead for its continued outstanding care of hundreds 
of deserving senior citizens.   

 Thank you for your support.   

Mrs. Barbara Francis 
2107 Theall Road 
Rye, NY 10580. 
 

As a resident of Rye for 25 years - 1982-2007 - and now a resident at the Osborn for the past 3 years I 
am writing to support the Osborn's request for a zoning change. The Osborn has always been a good 
neighbor to the Rye community by opening its beautiful campus and sharing community programs and 
events with our neighbors and supporting  local business and charities.   

As the second highest tax payer in the city the Osborn would only make improvements that would be a 
benefit to the community and continue our over 100 year relationship as neighbors and citizens.   

 

One of the reasons I returned to Rye was the Osborn's close relationship to the community and  

its support of the schools, the library and the shops. I would hope to see that continue. Both Rye and the 
Osborn will benefit from this change. 

 

Barbara Lieberman 

4410 Theal Rd 

Rye, NY 10580 

 

Dear Mayor Cohn and Rye City Council Members, 

I am writing this letter in support of the Osborn's future in Rye. My husband and I moved 
to Rye in 1995 with our two year old son. My husband's parents had moved to Rye in 
1971. Family has always been the most important part of our lives. My parents lived in 
Manhasset and when my Father died in 2001, my Mother, at age 73 and now on her 
own, wanted to move closer to me and my sister, who lived in Bronxville. I was very 
happy because The Osborn was on the top of her list. The Osborn's park-like setting, 
the beautifully appointed buildings and residences, wonderful food and instant 



community combined to made it an easy transition for my Mother and for me. I also had 
the security of knowing that no matter what the state of her health, we would have the 
support and resources needed for her care at The Osborn and all within a few minutes 
of our home. Once at the Osborn, my Mother could drive a few minutes to my house 
and spend time with her grandson and I could easily stop in to see her... no more 
spending two hours traveling to see my Mother and all while she was happy living in a 
new vibrant community. Then in 2007, my parents-in-law moved into the Osborn too. 
They also made an easy transition to life at The Osborn and were very happy with all of 
the amenities at The Osborn, along with its proximity to us, the Coveleigh Club and all 
their friends in Rye. The quality of our lives remained very good knowing our parents 
were happy, safe and near-by. In 2008, my Father-in-Law became quite ill, however, 
with the support of friends, family, Osborn Home Care aids, and access to the The 
Osborn Pavilion all helped my Mother-in-Law to care for her husband and cope with the 
aftermath of his death in December 2008. In 2012, my mother's health started to 
decline. My sister was ill also, so having the support of the staff of The Osborn was 
essential to helping me navigate caring for my Mother until she died in January of 2015. 
I do not know what I would have done without the care provided for my Mother by The 
Osborn's compassionate staff and the professional advice and support I received from 
The Osborn, and importantly the support we received throughout the weeks leading to 
my Mother's death. The Osborn has been a part of our lives for over eighteen years, 
enhancing all the good times as well as helping us cope through the worst of times. 
When the bottom fell-out The Osborn was there for us. 

I believe The Osborn provides a critical function in the Rye community supporting 
people of all ages fulfill their lives and provide support when desperately needed. I hope 
Rye recognizes how much The Osborn has helped the community and will support The 
Osborn at this critical time to help it grow and support future residents as much as it has 
helped my family. It is truly a special community within the Rye community. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 Best regards, 

 Brooks Wright  
16 Highland Park Place  
 

 

Dear Mayor Josh Cohn, 

I am ninety three (93) years old. 

I have been a resident of Rye since 1971, and a resident of The Osborn since 2007. 

When my husband’s health declined in 2007, it was difficult for me to care for him and our house on Hix 
Avenue. We were delighted to find a facility in the community we loved so we could be in close 
proximity to our friends and family. We moved into an independent living two bedroom apartment in 



Sterling Park and made an entire new group of friends at The Osborn. When my husband required 
additional medical attention and rehabilitation, The Osborn provided skilled nursing care and physical 
therapists and a place on recuperate -The Pavilion- so he could remain close which was a great comfort 
to me. Although my husband passed away in 2008, I still live in the same independent living apartment 
at in Sterling Park at The Osborn. 

I have many friends at The Osborn and we engage in many activities together. For instance, I regularly 
play bridge with a group of ladies including my 109 girlfriend- not a typo. Also, although I gave up my car 
last year like many of my friends, The Osborn provides Dream Trip Days with a driver and car. For my 
Dream Trip Day I went with three friends to my old neighborhood in Brooklyn. 

The Osborn serves more than four hundred (400) residents and fulfills an important need in the 
community: provides seniors with a lovely place to live in a stimulating environment and a nurturing 
place if medical attention is required. The Osborn also supplies a rewarding experience for people to 
work and the staff are beloved by The Osborn residents. 

The Osborn is a Rye landmark and an vital member of the Rye community which has been providing 
shelter and care for seniors since 1908. I ask that you please approve the zoning change requested by 
The Osborn so it can continue its important mission to provide shelter, support and care for the elderly. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Mary Wright 

3209 Theall Road 

 

 

To:  Rye City Council 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I appreciate this opportunity to express my support for our Osborn community's request to be allowed 
the flexibility in use of its land resources to maintain and advance the environment I and my fellow 
residents so value.  My husband and I moved from Manhattan to The Osborn--that is, became Rye 
residents--in April 2018.   Sadly, he was an early victim of Covid-19, otherwise this letter would be signed 
by us both.     Nothing could demonstrate The Osborn's exceptional qualities better than my experience 
of the past six months adjusting to personal solitude in the midst of a world in need of isolation.    In the 
immediate aftermath of my husband's death I had  the immediate support of Osborn staff in handling all 
the practical matters I could not handle myself from quarantine. Where their efficiency might be 
expected,  their tact reflected a personal concern,  characteristic of the relationship of residents and 
Osborn administration.  The  friends we made here, and many residents with whom I am only slightly 
acquainted, have gone out of their way to provide the sense of human companionship to help 
compensate for my loss.  That is the nature of The Osborn: awareness of, and concern for,  neighbors. 

x-apple-data-detectors://0/1


 

Those of us who live here are well aware of, and applaud, the relationship The Osborn--as an institution 
and its residents--enjoys with the Rye community.  Among the demonstrations of  the interaction of Rye 
and Osborn residents is sharing programs and events presented on our campus, and that beautiful 
campus, itself.   In terms of a "bottom line"  of the relationship, there is the substantial contribution The 
Osborn makes to the City's tax base.  But above that line is more than 110 years of being good 
neighbors.   I am one of many who hope the City will recognize that The Osborn's need to make changes 
to meet the changing character in the aging population.  The Osborn's present residents--and certainly 
those of the near future--are, and will, be more physically able and active; more intellectually curious 
and acute; and thus, have greater expectations for their late life environment.  To remain the premier 
senior residence facility it is, The Osborn needs to make measured adjustments and improvements in 
the facility and its capacity for service.  Again, I am one of many who hopes the Rye City Council will 
agree that what is good for The Osborn is good for Rye. 

 
Abigail Booth Gerdts 
 
The Osborn 
4403 Theall Road 
Rye     10580 
 

 

Dear Mr. Mayor and City Council members, 
 
The Osborn has been my home for less than a year; but, I would like to share some observations with 
you. Most residents I meet have been here far longer—some are even second generation.  Others 
decided in first grade the Osborn was their ultimate destination.  I was not so organized. 
 
After years of rehearsing, last September I finally sold my beloved family home in New Hampshire.  
Suddenly, I needed a real retirement destination—and not a fanciful one.  My goals seemed simple 
enough: 
1)  be closer to family; 2) provide safety of principal and person; 3) ability to “age in place”.  
Geographically, parts of Massachusetts, Vermont, or New York were the target.  There are many, many 
“senior living options”, with more being added rapidly as the huge baby boomer generation matures.  
But, for various reasons they were not compelling, and I added  two more requirements.  I wanted a 
not-for-profit with homegrown, seasoned management.  That narrowed the field significantly, leading to 
The Osborn and the beautiful City of Rye.  And, because I was willing to move before Christmas, the only 
available apartment was offered to me. 
 
So, here I am, feeling very fortunate.  My recent market survey convinces me that The Osborn is a 
treasure and a great asset to the City of Rye.  I believe The Osborn gives much more to the City than it 
takes.  In addition to the income, the employment, the healthcare, and the charity, it allows so many 
older citizens an attractive alternative to staying in their own homes too long.  A healthy community 
needs a balance of housing choices suitable for people raising children and people not raising children. 



 
I hope the City Council will grant The Osborn’s request for a zoning change that would give it the 
flexibility to stay at the leading edge and to prepare for the next century.  Surely The Osborn deserves 
such an accommodation.  If I still needed a single-family home, I would be delighted to be its neighbor.  I 
can think of no better use for the property, and it’s priorities for maintaining a safe, quiet, stable, 
historic residential neighborhood would parallel my own. 
 
Sincerely, 
Anne Bushnell 
2405 Theall Road 
 



June 5, 2020 

To: Rye City Council/ Senior Living Facilities 

Re: City of Rye new zoning for The Osborn 

From: Elaine Lerner 

            59 Franklin Ave., Rye 

As a young Girl Scout from the Bronx, I was fortunate enough to visit Rye on a variety of 
occasions to ice skate or enjoy rides at Playland. It became a secret dream of mine to someday 
live in this community because of its general open atmosphere. It was by sheer coincidence that I 
did wind up living in this charming historic city. I believe in the oft said “keep Rye Rye”.  I 
sincerely believe that passing the recent Osborn request for rezoning will lead to deleterious 
changes to the special character of Rye making it into just another town. Growth does happen 
over time and reasonable change can happen IF the City Council, the Planning Commission and 
the Architectural Review Board pay extremely careful attention to the open charm and historical 
character that must be retained here. Can the buildings be kept low and historically styled? 

I am recalling a case in point of the questionable style of the now closed TD Bank in town which 
is so far from the appearance of the rest of the buildings in town. The St. Regis property in its 
original sales pitch was not as dense as it has turned out. More 4 or 5 story buildings will leave 
little green space in the neighborhood.  

And now, I turn to the alerts, or lack thereof, as to what the Osborn wants to achieve with its 
request for rezoning which was not made transparent to the public.  The Osborn project will 
change site lines for sure, and create issues with traffic, safety, and probably parking due to the 
increase in staff and visitors. Meeting notification signs were not displayed until the day before 
the May 13th meeting and only on 2 sides of the property. No signs have been displayed on the 
Boston Post Road side which is the side facing my home. At the May 13, 2020 City Council 
meeting, the residents living close to the Osborn property stated that they chose to purchase 
homes in Rye because of the open spaces. It is a real possibility that I might find myself facing 
some tall brick buildings in the future! 

The Osborn has been a good neighbor, and I, personally, do support it in many ways, however, I 
do not want to lose any property value due to its desire to save its bottom line. 

Those of us who have lived in Rye for decades remember the last zoning change-- The Osborn 
request came with a promise to not build anymore buildings after that project. And we believed 
it! What can be believed now? 

Rye City is known as a Tree City- will it become a tenement city? 

 



From: Amanda Timchak <amanda.timchak@gmail.com> 
Date: May 11, 2020 at 4:39:50 PM EDT 
To: publichearingcomments@ryeny.gov 
Cc: "Calvin (Chris)" <ctimchak@gmail.com> 
Subject: Zoning text amendment 

Hello, 
 
I am a concerned neighbor who lives on Osborn Road.  I have read the proposed Zoning Text 
Amendment as put forth by The Miriam Osborn Memorial Home and am highly concerned about 
the potential future development.   
 
Traffic along Osborn Road is already a safety disaster for students who live along Osborn Road 
and in the Glen Oaks neighborhood behind Osborn Road.  I live directly across the school at 61 
Osborn Rd with my 4 children and the oldest 3 attend Osborn Elementary.  There is no place for 
my children to safely cross Osborn Road to get to and from school.  They can not access the 
crossing guard at Coolidge and Theall because there is not a sidewalk on our southern side of the 
street.  So they cross Osborn Rd with my help.  Many children who live along Osborn Rd and 
who live in the Glen Oaks development behind us also cross Osborn Rd to get to school.  I would 
estimate that 30 people cross here each day.  Because of the location of the school parking lot 
exit, the parking along Osborn Rd and the fact that many cars do not follow the school speed 
limit, crossing Osborn Road here is very dangerous.  There is a serious blind spot caused by 
parked cars when you cross from the northern side of Osborn Road, and it’s particularly bad if 
you’re the height of a child.  Children and adults crossing here basically have to be in the street 
on Osborn Rd to see If traffic is coming.  There was a 4th grader who was nearly hit crossing 
after school earlier this year.   I’ve made numerous calls to the School District, the Police 
Department, the Department of Public Works and the City Planner about this dangerous 
situation.  No real solution has been offered.    I have worked with the Osborn Elementary 
principal to leave traffic cones in the no parking spot near the school exit to help deal with the 
blind spot, but this is a very minor solution to a large problem.   
 
Adding more traffic along Osborn Road indefinitely, particularly the traffic caused by large 
construction vehicles during the construction process, increases the danger for the children of 
Osborn Elementary who walk along or across Osborn Rd to get to and from school.  These 
children’s health and safety should be a top priority.  
 
In addition, the green space afforded by the open space on the south west corner of the Miriam 
Osborn Memioral home is a part of our community I would be sad to lose.  There is such limited 
green space in our neighborhood.  We moved here with the understanding that that land would 
not be developed.  There are beautiful old trees and open space for local children and adults to 
connect with a small part of nature.   We love walking along the sidewalk here and so most 
days.  The interruption of construction and the loss of the beauty of nature there is 
disheartening.   
 
Given that the Miriam Osborn Memorial Home’s lot wraps around the lot of the Osborn 
Elementary school, there is very little chance of the students not being interrupted by any 
potential construction there.    These students have dealt with the extreme interruption of remote 
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schooling.  Once they are able to be back in the classrooms it doesn’t seem fair to add 
disruptions to their school experience.   

Btw - 
The text of the amendment references a 240 FOOT setback, while the map of proposed 
development shows a 240 YARD setback.  Those are 2 very different scenarios.  Please clarify 
which is correct. 

Thank you for reading my concerns.  I look forward to learning more about the proposed 
amendment and potential development plans.   

Regards, 
Amanda Timchak 
61 Osborn Rd 
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