APPROVED MINUTES of the Regular
Meeting of the City Council of the City of Rye held
in City Hall on February 5, 2020, at 8:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
JOSH COHN, Mayor
SARA GODDARD
CAROLINA JOHNSON
RICHARD MECCA
JULIE SOUZA
BENJAMIN STACKS
PAMELA TARLOW
Councilmembers

ABSENT:
None

The Council convened at 6:30 P.M. Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by
Councilwoman Souza, enter into executive session to discuss litigation and personnel matters.
At 8:02 P.M., Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza, to exit
executive session and commence the regular meeting of the City Council. The meeting began at
8:05 P.M.

1. Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cohn called the meeting to order and invited the Council to join in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

2. Roll Call.

Mayor Cohn asked the City Clerk to call the roll; a quorum was present to conduct
official City business.

3. Draft unapproved minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council held January 22,
2020.

Councilman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilman Mecca and unanimously
carried, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council held January 22,
2020.

4. General Announcements

Councilwoman Tarlow referenced the recent Board meeting of the Rye Free Reading
Room, at which time the proposed national program, “Drag Queen Story Hour” was discussed
as a possible program for the Rye Free Reading Room. She said that while there may have been
a conflict, our community and the board handled it beautifully. She said she observed that all
speakers of differing opinions were welcomed and allowed to speak on the issue. She
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complimented the trustees for operating the meeting so well. With all of the information
gathered, the plans for the program/ future administration of it would be done better.
Councilwoman Tarlow said she was pleased as the liaison with how this was handled. She said
that Rye was fortunate to have the library.

Councilwoman Goddard announced that she was sorry to report that Rye Sustainability
Chair, Melissa Grieco, has decided to step down. Councilwoman Goddard thanked Ms. Grieco
for her for all she had given to the community in her ten years of service, including the two
years that she was chair. Fortunately, Sustainability Committee member Patti Capparelli has
agreed to step into the role of chair. Councilwoman Goddard announced that the Sustainability
Committee would be hosting an event entitled, “Fall in Love with Nothing: How to Live a Zero-
Waste Life,” on February 12, 2020 at the Rye Free Reading Room at 7:30pm. She also
announced that she and Mayor Cohn attended the unveiling of the County’s food waste study
program, and a highlight was that the county plans on subsidizing the transportation costs to the
compost facility for all food scrap participating municipalities. The City should see a major
savings of $60 per ton. Lastly, CCAC Tracy Stora alerted the City to a new program from the
NYSDEC, “Buffer in a Bag.” The program distributes bags of native seedlings to those
property owners abutting a waterway.

Councilwoman Souza announced that Rye Rec Kiddie Camp registration opens on
February 6, 2020. The Upper Camp registration will open in March. On behalf of the Chamber
of Commerce, she encouraged all residents to “like” and support the local businesses on social
media.

Councilman Stacks reported that Rye Golf Club early memberships are open. He
encouraged anyone interested to take advantage of the early bird rates before they go up. He
also announced that the Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Committee would be meeting next
Thursday, February 13, 2020.

Councilwoman Johnson commented that she was active on the Rye Free Reading Room
board for ten years, and that she wanted to let people know how the funding works. The city
provides 75% of funding for the building operations, with the remaining 25% raised as
donations.  Councilwoman Johnson complimented the staff, who she said were all
professionals. She said that regarding the recent meeting of the library board, it was interesting
to see the conversation on the proposed Drag Queen Story Hour program. She said that she felt
the library had come up with a great solution for the time being, which still demands more
conversation. Councilwoman Johnson read a quote that said, “being tolerant of each other and
caring for each other makes us human. By teaching tolerance, we allow individuality and
diversity while promoting peace and a civil society. Our success in the struggle of intolerance
depends on the effort we make to educate ourselves and our children.” She said it was
important to hear each other and respect that not everyone thinks the same way.

5. Residents may be heard on matters for Council consideration that do not appear on the
Agenda.
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David Cortez, 407 Midland Avenue, addressed the Council. He said that he and his
family have felt welcome in Rye. He said that he became aware of this program at the library
and was very curious about it. He said that after researching it, he felt that it was not appropriate
for the age group. He asked the Council to reconsider this sort of program. He said that it was
a mockery of the minority experience. He asked that the Council hold all the institutions to a
higher standard.

Colette Dempsey, 195 Locust Avenue, addressed the Council. She said she had moved
to Rye in 2008. She said she learned that the Rye library was going to have a Drag Queen Story
Hour and that she was appalled. She said she felt the program was inappropriate for the age
group proposed. She said that she had filled out a formal complaint. She said that was coming
to the Council for help as she had heard that the City provides 75% of the library’s funding.
She said that these programs do not belong in the library.

Dave Dempsey, 195 Locust Avenue, addressed the Council. He agreed that the library
board handled the meeting very well. He said he was not here to attack any group. Mr.
Dempsey argued against the proposed Drag Queen Story Hour program.

David Hood, Radcliffe Avenue, read a statement against the Drag Queen Story Hour
program.

Michelle McMullen, 72 Claremont Avenue, addressed the Council. She said she was
among a number of citizens who have submitted complaints. She said she was disappointed
with the Human Rights Commission and the City. She asked that all parties are invited to the
table for input on future programming at the library.

Alyson Relyea, 12 Halstead Place, addressed the Council. She said she loved the
library, and had served on the board. She said that she collaborated the library often. The
director and the librarians are gems in our community. The library is a place for public
engagement. Ms. Relyea stated that she attended the Drag Queen Story Hour in Putnam Valley
with her son so that she could come and speak as someone who was familiar with the program.
She said that there was not anything sexual about the program. She said that the storybooks are
read and discussed, and that the program is entertaining and fun. She said that she could
understand that such a program might be unfamiliar to many people. Ms. Relyea discussed the
positive aspects of the program and said that she hoped Rye could get there as a community.

Danielle Tagger-Epstein, Human Rights Commission Chair and Rye resident, 10 Sound
Road, addressed the Council. She read the current mission statement of the Human Rights
Commission, which was reinstated in 2016. She reminded the community that the Council
passed an anti-discrimination resolution in 2017. She read the resolution, and then explained
that the Drag Queen Story Hour is a nonprofit organization started in San Francisco and housed
in New York City. It teaches children about diversity among other important lessons. Ms.
Tagger-Epstein applauded the Rye Free Reading Room for considering such a program. She
said that while this program may not align with everyone, one can choose not to attend.
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Councilwoman Tarlow commented that the disconnect here was what the term “drag
queen” meant to different members of the community. She reminded everyone that civility is
important in this case, and on all issues. She said that she had originally asked the same
question of why 3-8 year olds would be the target age group with this program, and the response
was that is the age group that typically attends story hour, which made sense. Councilwoman
Tarlow stated that the library’s programming is thoughtfully determined by an executive
director. She said that the Council has no power to affect that. She said it was important for the
Council to not affect that process and get involved in censoring programming that it has never
previously interfered with. She encouraged anyone to communicate their thoughts with the
library directly. She said that she felt the library did the exact right thing suspending the
program until further notice. Further, she said that she had heard that the program was
successful in Lewisboro.

Mayor Cohn stated that the Council stands by the anti-discrimination resolution. It is
also true that the City of Rye has never dictated offerings or content in any of the not-for-profits
in Rye, and it would be a very dangerous precedent for the City to do so. Mayor Cohn said that
he was eager to see what the resolution may be. He recognized the work of the library director
board on this and all issues there. He said he was hopeful that a resolution would be pleasing to
everyone. Mayor Cohn lastly stated that we all have to take care of each other, and is grateful
for the community for working together.

Ms. Dempsey readdressed the Council and said this was not discriminatory toward
anyone, but she was not sure how drag queens were elevated to be role models. She stated that
she felt the age group was not appropriate. She said that drag queens had a derogatory
reputation and should not be reading books to children.

Dan Adler, 62 EImwood Avenue, thanked the Council for their commitment to the
environment. Mr. Adler made a statement against the proposed synthetic turf at Nursery Field.
He stressed the importance about preserving the environment specifically at that site, being so
close to a waterway. Mr. Adler then made a statement about Drag Queen Story Hour. He said
that we live in an open society. He explained that when a statement is made that a certain group
of people should not be role models, it can be very hurtful. If a child sees something in him or
herself in a person that they are told should not be a role model, it can feel that the child is
unwelcome. When a child suffers inside and feels not welcome in his or her community, it can
lead to great depression and anxiety. Mr. Adler said that it is important for all children to be
seen and welcome. It is a necessary thing in this community.

Angela Sculti, 8 Ridgeland Terrace, addressed the Council, and spoke against the Drag
Queen Story Hour program. She said she felt that the bullies in this situation were the
supporters of the program, and that advocates against the program were afraid to voice a valid
opinion. She said that she felt upset that the Council could not do more to stop this
programming. Ms. Sculti said she felt that there was no place for multiple opinions.

Mr. Cortez stated that it behooves this Council to demand that these groups act in a
nonviolent and non-inflammatory way. He said the felt that there were a lot of people in hiding
about their opinion. There was a lot of hateful speech.



APPROVED MINUTES - Regular Meeting - City Council

February 5, 2020 - Page 5

Mayor Cohn said that the Council wished for civility in this conversation.

6. Authorize payment of the balance of the 2019/2020 Rye Neck Union Free School District taxes

collected by the City to the School District.
Roll Call.

By way of background, the balance of unpaid Rye Neck U.F.S.D. taxes on property within
the City of Rye is $280,643.59 at 12/31/19. This balance represents 2.31% of the total tax levied,
$12,167,775.35, on September 1, 2019. Arrears notices will be mailed in conjunction with the
2020 City tax bills, and again during March 2020, May 2020 and June 2020 to try to collect these
balances prior to the filing of the list of delinquent taxes with the County scheduled for July 1,
2020. In accordance with Section 22.9 of the City Charter, it is requested that the City Council
authorize the City Comptroller to pay the Treasurer of the Rye Neck UFSD the amount due at

December 31, 2019.

Councilwoman Tarlow made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza, to authorize
payment of the December 31, 2019 balance of $280,643.59 to the Rye Neck Union Free School

District taxes on February 29, 2020.

ROLL CALL
AYES: Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Johnson, Mecca, Souza, Stacks, Tarlow
NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

7. Authorization for City Manager to retroactively enter into an Inter-municipal Agreement
with Westchester County for the providing a Positive Youth Development Program

Corporation Counsel Wilson gave a brief update on this agenda item. In an effort to
encourage municipalities to provide Positive Youth Development Programs, the County shall
reimburse the City of Rye in an amount not to exceed $3,159 to provide Youth Council
Programs as described in the attached agreement. The Agreement is for a one-year period
commencing January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2020.

Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilman Mecca, to authorize the
City Manager to retroactively enter into an Inter-municipal Agreement with Westchester
County for the providing a Positive Youth Development Program.

ROLL CALL
AYES: Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Johnson, Mecca, Souza, Stacks, Tarlow
NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

8. Approve appointments to the Boat Basin Commission from the October 2019 election.

Mayor Cohn explained that the Boat Basin Commission voted in October and the
Council must approve the appointments. The appointments are as follows:



APPROVED MINUTES - Regular Meeting - City Council
February 5, 2020 - Page 6

Commission Members Expiration Date
Joe Pecora 12-31-21
Brendan Doyle 12-31-22
Matthew Malouin 12-31-22
Stephen Monaldo 12-31-22
Christian Magliano 12-31-22

Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Tarlow, to approve the
appointments.

9. Resolution to transfer $170,872.15 from the General Fund Contingency account to Legal
Services account to cover expenses through the remainder of 2019. There is currently
$245,000 available in the Contingency Fund.

Roll Call

Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Tarlow, to adopt the
following resolution:

RESOLVED, that the City Council authorize the transfer of $170,872.15 from the
General Fund Contingency account to Legal Services account to cover expenses through the
remainder of 2019.

ROLL CALL
AYES: Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Johnson, Mecca, Souza, Stacks, Tarlow
NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

10. Consideration of a request from the Friends of Rye Nature Center to use the Village Green
on April 19th from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (includes set-up and clean-up) for the first ever
Rye Community Earth Day Awareness Celebration.

Christine Siller, Rye Nature Center, said that they are proposing an Earth Day
Awareness Celebration to be held April 19, 2020, to honor the 50™ anniversary of when Earth
Day began. This has been a widespread movement to help our planet. Ms. Siller formally
requested use of the Village Green for the event. She said that environmental groups in the
community, such as Rye Sustainability, would be present and active at the event.

Councilwoman Tarlow made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza and
unanimously carried, to approve a request from the Friends of Rye Nature Center to use the
Village Green on April 19th from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (includes set-up and clean-up) for the
first ever Rye Community Earth Day Awareness Celebration.
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11. Consideration of a request by the Rye Chamber of Commerce for the use of the southern
end of the City’s Car Park #2 on Sundays from May 10, 2020 through December 6, 2020
from 6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for the Rye Farmers Market. Market hours are from 8:30 a.m.

to 2 p.m.

Councilwoman Tarlow made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza and
unanimously carried, to approve a request by the Rye Chamber of Commerce for the use of the
southern end of the City’s Car Park #2 on Sundays from May 10, 2020 through December 6,
2020 from 6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for the Rye Farmers Market. Market hours are from 8:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

12. Consideration of a request by Christ’s Church for use of City streets on Sunday, June 7,
2020 and on Sunday, September 13, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for their semi-annual

picnics.

Councilwoman Tarlow made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza and
unanimously carried, to approve a request by Christ’s Church for use of City streets on Sunday,
June 7, 2020 and on Sunday, September 13, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for their semi-
annual picnics.

13. Consideration of a request by the Westchester County chapter of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI) to have a ribbon initiative in the Central Business District
during the month of May 2020.

Councilwoman Tarlow made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza and
unanimously carried, to approve a request by the Westchester County chapter of the National
Alliance on Mental Iliness (NAMI) to have a ribbon initiative in the Central Business District
during the month of May 2020.

14. Consideration of request for permission to close a section of Purchase Street for the 68"
Annual Celebration of the Halloween Window Painting Contest.

Councilwoman Tarlow made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza and
unanimously carried, to approve the request for permission to close a section of Purchase Street
for the 67" Annual Celebration of the Halloween Window Painting Contest.

15. Consideration of request from Rye Recreation to hold the Annual Food Truck Festival
Saturday, June 20, 2020. The Council will have to waive § 144-8D and G of the City
Code.

Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilman Mecca, to waive City
Code Chapter 144 (8)(d) and (g) regarding food trucks and approve the request by the Rye Free
Reading Room to have three food trucks to hold the Annual Food Truck Festival Saturday, June
20, 2020.
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ROLL CALL
AYES: Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Johnson, Mecca, Souza, Stacks, Tarlow
NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

16. Consideration of request from Rye Recreation to hold the annual Turkey Run road race
on Saturday, November 28, 2020.

Councilwoman Tarlow made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza and
unanimously carried, to approve the request to hold the annual Turkey Run road race on
Saturday, November 28, 2020.

17. Consideration of a request from Sally Rogol, the superintendent of Rye Recreation, to
have a food truck for Summer Camp 2020 at Rye Recreation. The City Council will
have to waive § 144-8D and G of the City Code.

Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilman Mecca, to waive City
Code Chapter 144 (8)(d) and (g) regarding food trucks and approve having a food truck for
Summer Camp 2020 at Rye Recreation.

ROLL CALL
AYES: Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Johnson, Mecca, Souza, Stacks, Tarlow
NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

18. Appointments to Boards and Commissions by the Mayor with Council approval.

Mayor Cohn made the following appointments and reappointments to the Boards,
Commissions and Committees, which the Council approved:

Board of Ethics
Edward Stein appointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2022

Flood Advisory Committee
Harvey Geller appointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2022

Planning Commission

Andrew Ball, retroactively reappointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2021
Laura Brett, retroactively reappointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2021
Steven Secon, reappointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2022

Richard Schaupp appointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2022

(Nicholas Everett remains Chair)

Recreation Commission
Bart DiNardo, retroactively reappointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2021
Lisa Dempsey, retroactively reappointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2021
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Rick McCabe, retroactively reappointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2021
Shelley Wolfson, retroactively reappointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2021
Louis Rollano appointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2022

(Bart DiNardo remains Chair)

Senior Advocacy Committee
Brenda Wilkin, appointed for a three-year term, expiring December 31, 2022

All were in favor.

19. Old Business/New Business.

There was nothing discussed under this agenda item.

20. Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, Councilwoman Souza made a motion,
seconded by Councilwoman Johnson and unanimously carried, to adjourn the meeting at 9:10
P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn D’ Andrea
City Clerk



