CITY OF RYE
1051 BOSTON POST ROAD
RYE, NY 10580
AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
Wednesday, August 7, 2019
8:00 p.m.

Please Note: The Council will convene at 6:30 p.m. and it is expected they will adjourn into Executive Session
at 6:31 p.m. to discuss attorney-client privileged matters, personnel matters and labor negotiations.

1.

Pledge of Allegiance.

2.

Roll Call

3.

General Announcements.

4.

Draft unapproved minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council held July 17, 2019.

5.

Residents may be heard on matters for Council consideration that do not appear on the Agenda.

6.

Update on Nursery Field renovation project.

7.

Presentation by City Comptroller of Quarterly Report.

8.

Presentation regarding the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) for 2020.

9.

Consideration to set a public hearing on September 18, 2019 to add Article VI “Vestibules” to
Chapter 167 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the City Code of the City of Rye to facilitate the use
and implementation of vestibules on the City’s sidewalks, allowing commercial properties to
insulate interiors in a safe and proper manner.

10. Consideration of setting a public hearing for September 18, 2019 for a Verizon Wireless
application for a special permit to install a public utility wireless communication facility on
the roof of the Verizon building located at 182 Purchase Street and referral of application to
the BAR for review and comment.
11. Consideration to authorize the City Manager to renew an agreement with the Westchester
County Department of Correction to provide transportation from Rye to the Westchester County
Jail in Valhalla, New York. This agreement would terminate on December 31, 2020.
12. Authorize the City Manager to retain the services of Minol to establish mock billing for Suez.

13. Bid award to All City Management Services for crossing guard services as recommended by the
Commissioner of Public Safety.
Roll Call
14. Consideration of a request by the Rye Free Reading Room for use of the Village Green on
Thursday, November 20, 2020 through Monday, November 9, 2020 for Novel Night. That
includes set up and clean up. The actual event will take place on Saturday, November 7, 2020
from 6:00 pm – 11:30 pm.
15. Consider of a request by the Jarden Corporation for use of City streets on Sunday, September
22, 2018 from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for their annual Westchester Triathlon.
16. Adoption of the 2018/2019 tax levy and tax rate for the Rye Neck Union Free School District.
Roll Call.
17. One appointment to the Rye Golf Club Commission, by the Council, to fill the term expiring on
January 1, 2021 of Benoit Ugeux who resigned.
18. Appointments to Boards and Commissions, by the Mayor with Council approval.
19. Old Business/New Business.
20. Adjournment

**********************
The next regular meeting of the City Council will be held on Wednesday, September 18, 2019 at 7:30
p.m.
** City Council meetings are available live on Cablevision Channel 75, Verizon Channel 39, and on
the City Website, indexed by Agenda item, at www.ryeny.gov under “RyeTV Live”.

DRAFT UNAPPROVED MINUTES of the
Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Rye held in City Hall on July 17, 2019, at 7:30 P.M.
PRESENT:
JOSH COHN, Mayor
SARA GODDARD
EMILY HURD
RICHARD MECCA
JULIE SOUZA
BENJAMIN STACKS
DANIELLE TAGGER-EPSTEIN
Councilmembers
ABSENT: None
The Council convened at 6:30 P.M. Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by
Councilwoman Hurd, enter into executive session to discuss litigation and personnel matters. At
7:43 P.M., Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hurd, to exit executive
session and commence the regular meeting of the City Council. The meeting began at 7:49 P.M.
1.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cohn called the meeting to order and invited the Council to join in the Pledge of
Allegiance.
2.

Roll Call.

Mayor Cohn asked the City Clerk to call the roll; a quorum was present to conduct official
City business.
3.

General Announcements.
This item was adjourned.

4.

Draft unapproved minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council held June 5, 2019.

Councilwoman Hurd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Mecca, to approve the
minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council held June 5, 2019.
5.

Residents may be heard on matters for Council consideration that do not appear on the Agenda.
There was nothing discussed under this agenda item.
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6.

Acceptance of a donation to the City from the Disbrow Park Conservancy, owner of the
Little Free Library, to install a free children’s book exchange for residents at Disbrow Park

Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hurd, to adopt the
following resolution:
RESOLVED, that the City hereby accepts a donation to the City from the Disbrow Park
Conservancy, owner of the Little Free Library, to install a free children’s book exchange for
residents at Disbrow Park.
ROLL CALL
AYES:
Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Stacks, TaggerEpstein
NAYS:
None
ABSENT:
None
7.

Open a Public Hearing on a local law to allow physical fitness facilities in the B-1
(Neighborhood Business) and B-4 (Office Building) Zoning Districts.

Councilman Stacks, seconded by Councilman Mecca, made a motion to open the public
hearing.
Jonathan Kraut, Harfenist Kraut and Perlstein LLP, attorney for the applicant, addressed
the Council. He briefly reviewed the process to date concerning the application to allow physical
fitness facilities in the City’s zoning code, which was referred to the Planning Commission and
then returned back to the Council with recommendations. Mr. Kraut said that Rye’s current law
was out of sync with contemporary jurisdictions. When the code was created, physical fitness
facilities simply did not exist. With respect to the B-1, the proposed code amendment would allow
physical fitness use between Orchard and Library Lane. The B-4 encompassed properties with
frontage on Theall road. Mr. Kraut said the applicant was here tonight to hear from the public.
Doug Donahue, President of the Board of Directors at the Rye YMCA, stated strong
support for the proposal.
Councilwoman Souza asked for clarification on whether the definition of physical fitness
facility was being amended, or added. City Planner Miller responded that this was being inserted
as a new definition.
With no one else present to speak on the matter, Councilwoman Hurd made a motion,
seconded by Councilwoman Souza, to close the public hearing.
Corporation Counsel Wilson explained that the next step would be the environmental
assessment form, in which the City would designate itself as the lead agency, with a finding that
this use would not have a significant environmental impact under SEQRA. Following these
actions, the actual local law would be adopted.
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Councilwoman Hurd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Mecca, to adopt the
following resolution:
WHEREAS, on November 20, 2018, 1037 Boston Post Road, LLC in connection with the
YMCA submitted a petition to the City Council to amend the City Zoning Code to allow physical
fitness facilities in the B-1 and B-2 zoning districts located in the “A” and “B” Parking Districts;
and
WHEREAS, on January 9, 2019, the proposed zoning text amendment was referred by the
City Council to the Planning Commission for its advisory review and comment; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission submitted a March 26, 2019 memorandum to the
City Council in which it stated support for allowing physical fitness facilities in the City and
suggested additional business districts beyond those proposed in the petitioner’s request that might
also be appropriate for this use; and
WHEREAS, the City Council discussed this matter at its April 24 and May 8 meetings
and reached a consensus as to a preferred local law at its May 22 work session to allow physical
fitness facilities in the B-1 District for those properties having frontage on the west side of Boston
Post Road between Library Lane and Orchard Avenue and as a permitted use in the B-4 District
for those properties having frontage on Theall Road; and
WHEREAS, a draft local law and Full Environmental Assessment Form was presented to
the City Council in advance of its June 5, 2019 meeting; and
WHEREAS, at its June 5, 2019 meeting the City Council set a public hearing for July 17,
2019 on a draft local law to amend Chapter 197, Zoning, of the Rye City Code to Allow Physical
Fitness Facility in the B-1 Neighborhood Business District and the B-4 Office Building District;
and
WHEREAS, notice of the hearing was published and circulated as required by law; and
WHEREAS, the City Council conducted a noticed public hearing on July 17, 2019 and all
those wishing to be heard were given the opportunity to be heard; and
WHEREAS, no public commented on the draft local law; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the Full Environmental Assessment Form
(EAF) and determines that the proposed action is consider a Type I Action; and
WHEREAS, the City Council is the only Involved Agency in connection with the
proposed action;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council designates itself as
Lead Agency and based on its review of the Environmental Assessment Form (EAF), the criteria
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listed in Section 617.7(c) of SEQRA and the complete record, the City Council finds that the
proposed action will not have a significant adverse environmental impact; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council adopts Local Law 04-2019, to
amend Chapter 197, Zoning, of the Rye City Code to Allow Physical Fitness Facility in the B-1
Neighborhood Business District and the B-4 Office Building District.
CITY OF RYE
LOCAL LAW NUMBER 4 2019 OF THE CITY OF RYE
AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 197: ZONING
OF THE RYE CITY CODE TO ALLOW PHYSICAL FITNESS FACILITY IN THE B-1
NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS DISTRICT AND B-4 OFFICE BUILDING DISTRICT
BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Rye, Westchester County, New York,
as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 197: Zoning is hereby amended as follows:
1. Use Definition:
Amend Section 197-1: “Definitions and usage.” as follows:
Physical Fitness Facility:
An establishment or use where physical exercise or training is
conducted on an individual or group basis, using exercise equipment
or open floor space with or without instruction with a personal
trainer and/or in a group class, to include, but not be limited to, the
following: weight training, yoga, gymnastics, spin, aerobics, martial
arts, wrestling, boxing, etc. Support functions accessory to the
principal use include a child care area, spas, lockers, showers, health
food bar, game or party room, counter and sales desk for sports
health or fitness items associated with the facility.
2. Permitted Use:
Amend Section 197-86: Table of Regulations: Table B, Business Districts-Use
Regulations, Column 2, Uses Permitted Subject to Additional Standards and
Requirements, B-1 Neighborhood Business Districts as follows:
(15) Physical Fitness Facility. This use shall be limited to properties
having frontage on the west side of Boston Post Road between
Orchard Avenue and Library Lane.
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Amend Section 197-86: Table of Regulations: Table B, Business Districts-Use
Regulations, Column 2, Uses Permitted Subject to Additional Standards and
Requirements, B-2 Central Business Districts as follows:
(1) Uses permitted subject to additional standards and requirements in B-1
Districts and as limited therein, except that Physical Fitness Facility shall
not be permitted in the B-2 District.

Amend Section 197-86: Table of Regulations: Table B, Business Districts-Use
Regulations, Column 1, Permitted Main Uses, B-4 Office Building Districts as
follows:
(2) Physical Fitness Facility. This use shall be limited to properties
having frontage on Theall Road.

3. Parking Standard:
Amend Section 197-28: Schedule of Off-Street Parking Requirements,
Subsection A: Schedule of Parking Requirements, last amended 7-15-1987 by
Local Law No. 7-1987 to include the following:
Use

A

B

C

Unit of Measurement

Physical Fitness Facility

1

1

1

200 square feet of gross floor area

Section 2. If any provision of this Local Law is declared illegal, unconstitutional or unenforceable
by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Local Law shall be declared to have
been separately adopted and shall remain in full force and effect.
Section 3. This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the Office of the Secretary
of State of the State of New York.
ROLL CALL
AYES:
Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Stacks, TaggerEpstein
NAYS:
None
ABSENT:
None
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8.

Open a Public Hearing to amend the City Code Chapter 191 “Vehicles and Traffic”,
Article II “Traffic Regulations”, Section 191-9 “Left turns” to prohibit left-hand turns
and cross-Boston Post Road maneuvers from Hillside Avenue onto Boston Post Road
with a posted “Right-turn only” sign.

Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza, to open the public
hearing.
There being no one from the public to speak, Councilman Stacks made a motion, seconded
by Councilwoman Goddard, to close the public hearing.
Councilwoman Tagger-Epstein asked that the language be clear in the legislation. She
asked about enforcement. There was general discussion among the Council about enforcement.
Councilman Stacks made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza, to adopt the
following local law:
CITY OF RYE
LOCAL LAW NO. 5 2019

A local law to amend Chapter 191 “Vehicles and Traffic” of the Code of the City of Rye by
amending Part 1 “General Regulations” Article II “Traffic Regulations” to reflect a new prohibited
left-hand turn as follows:
Be it enacted by the City Council of the City of Rye as follows:
Section 1.

Chapter 191. Vehicles and Traffic

Article II.

Traffic Regulations

Chapter 191 Vehicles and Traffic
§191-9 Left turns.
A. Left-hand turns are prohibited as described below during the hours indicated:
Location
From Hillside Avenue onto Boston Post Road

Hours

Section 2. If any provision of this Local Law is declared illegal, unconstitutional or unenforceable
by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Local Law shall be declared to have
been separately adopted and shall remain in full force and effect.
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Section 3. This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the Office of the Secretary
of State of the State of New York.
ROLL CALL
AYES:
Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Stacks, TaggerEpstein
NAYS:
None
ABSENT:
None

9.

Brief update on Food Scrap Recycling Test currently in progress.

Mayor Cohn discussed the Food Scrap Recycling test program, set to go into September
2019. He said that the Council has heard from many people regarding the benefits of food scrap
recycling and are thankful for that feedback. He said that the Council has heard at least one concern
about the test being ended in September, so he thought it might help that the City continue the test
at least through he second meeting in October.
Councilwoman Goddard said that she wanted to spend a few minutes updating the Council
and the public on the progress of the pilot program and also to invite councilmembers and the
public to have that discussion. She provided a recap of the program, and how it began in Rye. She
announced that the City had over 400 households registered for the program, with 156 curbside
registrants and approximately 250 drop-off participants. Over 250 households were on the waitlist
for the curbside program. DPW and resident feedback has been positive. Councilwoman Goddard
talked about benefit of diverting food scraps versus the carbon emissions from a truck. She said it
was important to weigh costs and benefits. She read a statement about the positive benefits of the
program. Councilwoman Goddard said that over 100 letters of support came in from City
residents. Councilwoman Goddard said there was a need to discuss the permanency of the
program. She also stated that in order to continue the test program, supplies were needed, meaning
that monies needed to be allocated for the purchase of more kits.
Gretchen Crowley, Rye Sustainability Committee, addressed the Council. She reviewed
the history of the test program, which she said was unanimously approved by the Council. She
then discussed the sustainability accomplishments of Rye in general. Ms. Crowley also talked
about the program’s positive impact on the community and the Rye educational system. She asked
that the program become permanent without interruption.
Melissa Grieco, Rye Sustainability Committee, addressed the Council. She said that the
test program has been a resounding success, with approximately 400 households participating. In
mid-April, a survey went out to the participants, with an outstanding response to the survey. She
said there was overwhelming favor for this program. Ms. Grieco further stated that food scraps
are not trash. She explained some of the scientific benefits of food scrap recycling, including that
the high water content in food scraps take more energy to burn in traditional trash methods.
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Linda Mackay, Rye Sustainability, said she was proud of the people of Rye and thankful
for their positive feedback for the program. Ms. Mackay discussed the environmental benefits of
food scrapping.
Patty Capparelli, Rye Sustainability, talked about cost of the program. She broke down
contribution by users and tax payers. She compared different programs run by the City.
Councilwoman Goddard stressed that a decision needed to be made regarding the length
of the program and also on the need for more supplies.
Councilwoman Tagger-Epstein said that she supported making this pilot permanent. She
said that the Council had received 110 letters of support. She discussed the harmful environmental
effects of food scraps without proper disposal and the benefits of the program.
Councilman Stacks commented that he appreciated all the effort that was put into the
presentation. He was concerned that by making a decision without all of the information/ data, he
would be shortchanging the process. He said that with all due respect, he was not ready to make
a decision at the meeting.
Councilwoman Souza said that her hope is that the County would implement the food scrap
recycling, which would eliminate the long drive to Ulster County. She said that she supported
extending the pilot program to October 2019.
Councilman Mecca proposed considering extending the program another six months, to be
able to have a full year of data.
There was discussion among the Council about the process.
Councilwoman Goddard explained that when a residents registers for food scrap recycling,
the City provides a kit. The kits are depleted and to extend the test program, the City would need
to purchase more.
Councilwoman Hurd said that she was a satisfied pilot program participant. She said she
appreciated the curbside service. She thanked everyone for their hard work on the program.
Councilwoman Tagger-Epstein thanked the DPW for their help with the program.
Jen Crozier, 14 Pine Lane, addressed the Council. She said she was speaking up on behalf
of those on the waitlist. She urged the City to increase the curbside program.
Tracy Stora, 3 Fairlawn Court, Chair of the Conservation Commission Advisory Council,
stated support for the Food Scrap Recycling program. She discussed the positive impact on the
community and the environmental benefits.
Vincent Mellit, 24 Locust Lane, made a statement in support of the program.
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Mayor Cohn said that he was deeply appreciative of all the work that has been done. He
also said that he appreciated the feedback from the community. With respect to the question of
curbside, maintaining a City service for the current 156 people in the program takes two workers,
a truck, and a full day. Mayor Cohn said that the City needs to be thinking of changing other DPW
collection practices. There is also a possibility of the County helping with the food scrap recycling
initiative, but the timing on that is unclear. He said that he was in favor of extending the program
to October to have more data. Mayor Cohn further said that he was not in favor of stopping the
program when there is more data to be collected and reviewed. He said that the City should
approve the expenditure for the additional kits needs for the program to continue running.
Councilwoman Goddard presented a letter from the County asking the City to continue the
program. She stated support for extending the program an additional six months.
Councilwoman Souza said that she was in support of extending the Food Scrap Recycling
Pilot Program to October and then discussing about further extension in October. Councilwoman
Souza said she thought it was alarming that 20% of those with curbside pickup did not put out their
food scraps on a weekly basis.
Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Mayor Cohn, to adopt the following
resolution:
RESOLVED, that the City of Rye Food Scrap Recycling Program is hereby extended to
October 2019.
ROLL CALL
AYES:
Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Stacks, TaggerEpstein
NAYS:
Councilmembers Goddard and Tagger-Epstein
ABSENT:
None
Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hurd, to cover the
expenditures necessary for the 200 kits needed to extend the Food Scrap Recycling Program to
October 2019, not to exceed $4,500.00.
ROLL CALL
AYES:
Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Stacks, TaggerEpstein
NAYS:
Councilmembers Goddard and Tagger-Epstein
ABSENT:
None
10.

Presentation on City Financials by Brendan K. Kennedy of the auditing firm of BST & Co,
LLP.

Mayor Cohn invited Brendan K. Kennedy, auditor, to speak. Mr. Kennedy addressed the
Council and presented a slideshow with the results of the 2018 audit. He stated that the auditing
process started back in January 2019, and was completed in June. Mr. Kennedy was happy to
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report that the auditing team did not identify any material deficiencies. The City was issued a
clean opinion. Mr. Kennedy stated that the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) of
the City of Rye, the highest level of reporting possible by a municipality, was submitted to the
Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA). The City has received the Certificate of
Achievements for Excellence in Financial Reporting, an award only issued to 40 of the 2,281
municipalities that submitted. Mr. Kennedy spoke about the City’s recent adoption of GASB 75,
which replaces the previously-implemented GASB 45, which accounts for a municipality’s
funding role in post-retirement healthcare.
Mr. Kennedy gave an overview of the General Fund Balance, which he said was in good
financial position. He also gave an overview of the Boat Basin, dredging, and other capital
improvements. He said that a positive audit report was earned by the City.

11. Presentation by Stantec regarding Nursery Field donor-funded renovation.
Tim White, Rye resident and Rye Youth Athletic Foundation, discussed the need in
accessible field space in Rye. While there are fields, bad weather recently has caused a lot of
cancellations in the current space. Mr. White explained that a group of residents came together to
think of solutions for the City. There was a feasibility study in which Nursery Field was the most
likely candidate for field rejuvenation to withstand weather-related cancellations.
Phillips Katz, Stantec, addressed the Council. He said that they were tasked with looking
at Nursery Field and doing a feasibility study to ask what the best type of field that can be used
there.
Josh Atkinson, Stantec, made a presentation on the feasibility and field space at Nursery
Field. He analyzed natural grass renovation versus synthetic turf. The pros for synthetic turf are
as follows: more infiltration, capital costs due to the longevity of the turf, among other things. Mr.
Atkinson did a capital cost analysis.
Bart Dinardo, Chair of the Recreation Commission, addressed the Council. He said that
this evening there had been a unique opportunity to partner with the citizens with Rye. In 2018,
Nursery Field was closed a total of 36 times due to weather. In 2017, it was closed 19 times. Mr.
Dinardo explained that the Commission and citizens’ group was asking for money to get it off to
the design stage. He asked for the City’s support to start the design process. He stressed that the
fields were in need. He said that the goal was to spend money wisely on important priorities. Mr.
Dinardo said the hope was that the City could see this project as an opportunity to have a design
that will benefit all of the user groups in Rye for Nursery Field.
Jon Hess, 169 Grace Church Street, current president of the Board of Rye Youth Lacrosse,
provided some context on the issue. He said that last year, Rye Youth Lacrosse was scheduled
and allotted 125 hours in a ten week span, with 62 of those hours canceled due to weather. He
said the only alternative was to go to turf.
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Mayor Cohn clarified that the City would be advancing these funds with the expectation
that the donor group will be reimbursing the City for that cost.
Councilman Mecca said that this was a new issue for him and other members of the Council
to consider. He stated he needed further background in order to vote on spending $90,000. He
asked if this would be an issue that would be presented before the Planning Commission because
it is located in a wetland buffer zone.
City Planner Miller stated that the Planning Commission would need to consider the
application due to the wetlands status, and a SEQRA analysis would need to be completed.
Councilman Mecca said that there was then a risk that the field may not be able to be raised
to take it out of the flood plain. He asked if that was a risk this group is willing to take. He thought
it would be pertinent to know if the field renovation would still be possible with a certain elevation.
Councilwoman Souza said that the City would be putting the $90,000 at risk if raising the
field was not feasible, as in that case, the resident group would not be reimbursing the City.
Statec representatives responded that the field would still work, but ideally the field would
be raised up to eliminate the risk of flooding. He said that they would get to a point short of
$90,000 where they would know for sure on that.
Mayor Cohn asked Stantec to look at that issue up front to avoid unnecessary expenditure.
Councilwoman Hurd said that the Stantec proposal had been circulated in July. She said
she agreed with adjourning the matter to August 7, 2019, to address the outstanding issues.
There was discussion about logistics and timeline, which would need to be aggressive
should the goal to be up and running by September 2020.
Councilwoman Souza asked how long it would take for Stantec to answer the question
about feasibility in the flood zone. The Council asked Stantec to please make that question its first
priority so that discussion could happen at the next Council meeting.

12.

Consideration Resolution to transfer $90,000 from General Unassigned Fund balance to the
Nursery Field Account to fund the re-design of Nursery Field.
Roll Call

Councilwoman Hurd made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza, to adopt the
following resolution:
RESOLVED, that the City Council authorizes the transfer and expenditure not to exceed
$90,000 from the General Fund to the Nursery Field Account to fund the re-design of Nursery
Field.

DRAFT UNAPPROVED MINUTES – Regular Meeting - City Council
July 17, 2019 - Page 12
ROLL CALL
AYES:
Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Stacks TaggerEpstein
NAYS:
None
ABSENT:
None
13.

Update on Capital Projects

Mayor Cohn said that the Council recently did a work session on this matter. A video of
the detailed discussion is available on the website. The Council has discussed our capital projects
previously, including police/ court renovations, City Hall improvements, Central Avenue Pump
Station, sanitation vehicles, and DPW improvements. Mayor Cohn discussed the Police/ Court
renovations and the fact that the trailers, originally meant to stage the court during renovation,
added substantial cost to the project that could not be recovered. The City is currently looking at
alternatives to the trailers, including holding court at City Hall or in the renovated second floor of
DPW Building 5. On the City Hall HVAC improvements, a consultant projected estimates for this
total cost.
City Manager Serrano stated that the City had $3 million in the capital reserve account.
The idea behind that account is to fund the projects, including soft costs and engineering costs, as
they are approved.
Mayor Cohn added that they were hopeful that the capital reserve fund will be replenished
to some degree.
City Planner Miller said that the presentation on capital projects was done on July 11, 2019.
Projects and priorities were discussed. He mentioned that the Council came to an impasse on the
temporary placement of the City Court, which is due to undergo required renovations. City Planner
Miller also said that with respect to the HVAC system, previous estimates had been updated. There
was discussion over City Hall improvements in general.
City Engineer Coyne mentioned two grants from state agencies for sewer maintenance that
the City has received and will move forward with.
14.

Consideration to set a Public Hearing on August 7, 2019 to add Article VI “Vestibules”
to Chapter 167 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the City Code of the City of Rye to facilitate
the use and implementation of vestibules on the City’s sidewalks, allowing commercial
properties to insulate interiors in a safe and proper manner.
This item was adjourned.

15.

Appointments Consideration to set a public hearing for August 7, 2019 to adopt a local
law, Article 21 “Financial Procedures” of the Charter of the City of Rye section § C219 “Bond Resolutions” to add a new subsection G to allow certain well-qualified debt
of enterprise funds outside the charter debt limit.

DRAFT UNAPPROVED MINUTES – Regular Meeting - City Council
July 17, 2019 - Page 13
Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stacks and unanimously
carried, to set a public hearing for August 7, 2019 to adopt a local law, Article 21 “Financial
Procedures” of the Charter of the City of Rye section § C21-9 “Bond Resolutions” to add a new
subsection G to allow certain well-qualified debt of enterprise funds outside the charter debt limit.
16.

Acknowledge Verizon Wireless application for a special permit to install a wireless
communication facility on the roof of the Verizon building located at 182 Purchase Street.

Michael Sheridan, associate with Snyder and Snyder, attorney for the applicant, addressed
the Council. He asked the Council to set a public hearing regarding the application to install a
wireless communication facility.
Mayor Cohn acknowledged the receipt by the City of the application. He explained that the
Council will need to spend a little more time considering the application before a public hearing
is set.
The matter was adjourned to an undetermined date.
17.

Resolution to declare certain City equipment as surplus.
Roll Call.

Councilwoman Hurd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Mecca, to adopt the
following resolution
WHEREAS, the City has been provided with a list of City equipment identified as being
obsolete or will become obsolete during 2019; and,
WHEREAS, the DPW Department has recommended that said equipment be declared
surplus; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that said equipment is declared surplus; and, be it further
RESOLVED, that authorization is given to the City Comptroller to sell or dispose of said
equipment in a manner that will serve in the best interests of the City.
ROLL CALL
AYES:
Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Stacks TaggerEpstein
NAYS:
None
ABSENT:
None
18.

Consideration of a request from Rye Nature Center to waive parking restrictions at the
snow field lot to accommodate summer employees on weekdays retroactive from July 1,
2019 – August 9, 2019.
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Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hurd and unanimously
carried, to waive parking restrictions at the snow field lot to accommodate summer employees on
weekdays retroactive from July 1, 2019 to August 9, 2019.
19.

Consideration to authorize the Comptroller to transfer $6,000 from the Rye Golf Club
Contingency Fund to Legal Claims and Settlements for the Lyon’s case.
Roll Call

Councilman Stacks made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hurd, to adopt the
following resolution:
RESOLVED, that the Comptroller is hereby authorized to transfer $6,000 from the Rye
Golf Club Contingency Fund to Legal Claims and Settlements for the Lyon’s case.
ROLL CALL
AYES:
Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Stacks TaggerEpstein
NAYS:
None
ABSENT:
None
20.

Consideration of a request from Leigh Steckler to have a food truck on Saturday, July
27, 2019 at Rye Town Park from 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm for a graduation party. The City
Council will have to waive § 144-8D and G of the City Code.
Roll Call

Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stacks, to adopt the
following resolution:
RESOLVED, that § 144-8D and G of the City Code are hereby waived to permit a
food truck on Saturday, July 27, 2019 at Rye Town Park from 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm for a
graduation party.
ROLL CALL
AYES:
Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Stacks TaggerEpstein
NAYS:
None
ABSENT:
None
21.

Old Business/New Business.
There was nothing discussed under this agenda item.

22. Adjournment.
There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded
by Councilwoman Souza and unanimously carried, to adjourn the meeting at 11:16 P.M.
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Respectfully submitted,
Carolyn D’Andrea
City Clerk

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
NO. 7

DEPT.: Comptroller’s Office
CONTACT: Joe Fazzino, Deputy Comptroller
AGENDA ITEM: Presentation of Quarterly Financial
Report by City Comptroller.

DATE: July 21, 2019
FOR THE MEETING OF:
August 7, 2019
RYE CITY CODE,
CHAPTER
SECTION

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council hear the report.

IMPACT:

Environmental

BACKGROUND:

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
DEPT.: Planning
CONTACT: Christian Miller, City Planner
AGENDA ITEM: Presentation regarding the Capital
Improvement Program (CIP) for 2020.

DATE: July 29, 2019

NO. 8

FOR THE MEETING OF:
August 7, 2019
RYE CITY CODE,
CHAPTER
SECTION

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council hear the report.

IMPACT:

Environmental

BACKGROUND:

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
NO. 9

DEPT.: Legal
DATE: January 23, 2019
CONTACT: Kristen Wilson, Corporation Council
AGENDA ITEM: Consider setting a public hearing for
FOR THE MEETING OF:
September 18, 2019 to add Article VI “Vestibules”
to Chapter 167 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the City
August 7, 2019
Code of the City of Rye to facilitate the use and
implementation of vestibules on the City’s sidewalks,
allowing commercial properties to insulate interiors
City Code: Chapter 167
in a safe and proper manner.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council set a Public Hearing for September 18, 2019.

IMPACT:

Environmental

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

BACKGROUND: The purpose of this chapter is to establish regulations for the design,
construction, installation and maintenance of vestibules in the City of Rye, in order to maintain
safe conditions that protect the well-being of the community and to allow for additional
insulation and protections to be provided during the winter season.
See attached.

Christian K. Miller, AICP
City Planner
1051 Boston Post Road
Rye, New York 10580

Tel: (914) 967-7167
Fax: (914) 967-7185
E-mail: cmiller@ryeny.gov
http://www.ryeny.gov

CITY OF RYE
Department of Planning
Memorandum

To:

Marcus Serrano, City Manager

From:

Christian K. Miller, City Planner
Kristen K. Wilson, Esq. Corporation Counsel

cc:

Kerry Lenihan, Building Inspector

Date:

January 3, 2019

Subject:

Local Law for the Regulation of Temporary Seasonal Vestibules

Attached hereto for consideration by the City Council is a draft local law amending the
City Code to add new regulations for the review, approval and installation of vestibules at
entrances to businesses during winter months. These vestibules allow for a reduction of
heat loss at commercial properties. The local law establishes new standards and
requirements when they encroach into the City right-of-way and adjacent sidewalks.
The local law is modeled after the current City regulation for seasonal outdoor dining.
Applicant’s seeking to install vestibules would need approval from the City Building
Inspector and must maintain a minimum of five feet of unobstructed sidewalk for safe
pedestrian passage. Each vestibule would require approval by the Board of Architectural
Review and would only be permitted between November 15 and April 15 of each year.
Attached for the City Council’s consideration is a draft resolution implementing the local
law and amending the City’s Fee Schedule to establish a $650 vestibule application fee
(which is the same fee charged for outdoor dining applications) and a $1,500 annual
licensing fee for the use of City sidewalks. The resolution also establishes a $100 per
chair licensing fee for outdoor dining. This is proposed to provide regulatory consistency
and equity since outdoor dining does not have a licensing fee for the use of City property
in the City Fee Schedule.
Also attached as required by law a short Environmental Assessment Form (EAF). It is
not anticipated that the proposed local law has any significant environmental impact.

m:\council\19 sheets\07-17-19\vestibule law cover memo.docx

CITY OF RYE
LOCAL LAW NO.__ OF 2019
A Local Law to add Article VI “Vestibules” to Chapter 167 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the
City Code of the City of Rye to facilitate the use and implementation of seasonal vestibules
on the City’s sidewalks, allowing commercial properties to insulate interiors in a safe and
proper manner.

Section 1.

General

§ 167-66

Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to establish regulations for the design, construction,
installation and maintenance of seasonal vestibules in the City of Rye, in order to maintain safe
conditions that protect the well-being of the community and to allow for additional insulation
and protections to be provided during the winter season.

§ 167-67

Permit required.

A. No person, firm or corporation conducting or maintaining any place of business in the
entire City shall keep, use, erect, construct or maintain any vestibule in or upon the
sidewalks or rights-of-way in the City unless the person, firm or corporation obtains a
vestibule permit from the City of Rye Building Inspector.

§ 167-68

Permit applications.

A. All applications for vestibule permits shall be submitted to the City of Rye Building
Department and contain the following information:
(1) The name and business address of the applicant.
(2) The name of the street, alley or sidewalk onto which it is desired to place the
vestibule.
(3) A site plan with appropriate dimensions showing the size and configuration of the
vestibule and the extent of encroachment on adjacent City property, the location of
adjacent buildings and storefront entrances and the dimensions to City curb and other
existing obstructions (e.g. trees, signs, planters or other street amenities).

(4) A drawing showing the materials, color and other physical elements and appearance
of the vestibule in sufficient detail to facilitate review by the Board of Architectural
Review.
(5) Other information and plans as may be required by the City of Rye Building
Department.
(6) Application and seasonal licensing fees as set forth in the Fee Schedule adopted by
the City Council.
B. No vestibule permit shall be issued until the Building Inspector has approved the
proposed vestibule location and the sufficiency of the pedestrian pathway.
§ 167-69

Permit conditions; effect on existing vestibules.

A. Any vestibule permit shall be conditioned on the following:
(1) Vestibule permits are effective from November 15 to April 15 each year. Vestibule
permits are only effective for one winter season.
(2) Any vestibule must allow for at least five (5) feet of unobstructed sidewalk to allow
for sufficient pedestrian passage.
(3) Before any permit is issued, the applicant shall furnish the City with proof of
insurance naming the City of Rye as an additional insured in the amount of twomillion dollars ($2 Million) in addition to a signed and notarized hold harmless and
indemnification agreement holding the City of Rye harmless from any liability and
indemnifying the City of Rye. All documents shall be submitted to the City Attorney
for review and approval.
(4) All vestibules shall be approved by the City of Rye Board of Architectural Review
prior to receiving a permit.
B. Any person, firm or corporation which has a vestibule located on the sidewalk along any
streets or City rights-of-way in the City shall immediately remove same or comply with
the terms of this article.

§ 167-70

Permit denial or revocation; appeal.

A. The Building Inspector may deny a vestibule permit or modify the above requirements if
such vestibule would interfere with safe pedestrian passage on a particular area of
sidewalk. If the Building Inspector denies a permit, he/she must state his/her reason(s) for

denying the vestibule permit, in writing, and mail a copy of the written decision to the
applicant.

B. The Building Inspector may issue a notice of violation for persons or entities violating
any provision of this article or conditions of the approved vestibule permit. Such notice
shall be in writing and specify the provision(s) violated, the remedial action to be taken
and the time limit for compliance, which shall be no less than three (3) days from the date
of the mailing of the notice of violation.
C. If a person, firm or corporation willfully and consistently fails to comply with the
provisions of this article, the City may take any necessary steps to ensure a clear
pedestrian pathway of at least five (5) feet and assess against such party the costs of
maintaining such pedestrian pathway.
D. Right of appeal. Any holder of a vestibule permit who has had his/her permit revoked or
who has been ordered by the Building Inspector to incur expense in connection with the
clearing or maintenance of a vestibule, or any applicant whose application has been
denied, may appeal to the Board of Appeals within 15 days of such revocation, order or
decision.

§ 167-71

Fees.

Prior to the issuance of a vestibule permit, application and seasonal licensing fees as set forth in
the Fee Schedule adopted by the City Council..

Section 2.

Severability
The invalidity of any word, section, clause, paragraph, sentence, part or provision of this
Local Law shall not affect the validity of any other part of this Local Law that can be
given effect without such invalid part or parts.

Section 3.

Effective Date

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and filing with the Secretary of
State.

RESOLUTION
A Local Law to add Article VI “Vestibules” to Chapter 167 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the
City Code of the City of Rye to facilitate the use and implementation of seasonal vestibules
on the City’s sidewalks, allowing commercial properties to insulate interiors in a safe and
proper manner.

WHEREAS, on _______, 2019, the Rye City Council set a public hearing for _________, 2019
on a local law to add Article VI “Vestibules” to Chapter 167 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the City
Code of the City of Rye to facilitate the use and implementation of seasonal vestibules on the
City’s sidewalks, allowing commercial properties to insulate interiors in a safe and proper
manner.; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) and
determines that the proposed action is consider an Unlisted Action; and
WHEREAS, the City Council is the only Involved Agency in connection with the proposed
action; and
WHEREAS, the City Council conducted a noticed public hearing on ____________, 2019 and
all those wishing to be heard were given the opportunity to be heard;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council designates itself as Lead
Agency and based on its review of the Environmental Assessment Form (EAF), the criteria listed
in Section 617.7(c) of SEQRA and the complete record, the City Council finds that the proposed
action will not have a significant adverse environmental impact; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council adopts Local Law #______-2019 to add
Article VI “Vestibules” to Chapter 167 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the City Code of the City of
Rye to facilitate the use and implementation of seasonal vestibules on the City’s sidewalks,
allowing commercial properties to insulate interiors in a safe and proper manner; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council amends the current City Fee Schedule to
add the following new fees: 1) “Vestibule Permit - $650”; 2) “Seasonal Vestibule Licensing Fee
- $1,500”; and 3) “Outdoor Dining Licensing Fee – ($100 per chair)”.

Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 1 - Project Information
Instructions for Completing
Part 1 – Project Information. The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1. Responses become part of the

application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification. Complete Part 1 based on
information currently available. If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any item, please answer as
thoroughly as possible based on current information.
Complete all items in Part 1. You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful to the
lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item.
Part 1 – Project and Sponsor Information
Rye City Council

Name of Action or Project:
Local Law Adding New Regulations for Vestibules

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map):
City of Rye, New York

Brief Description of Proposed Action:
The proposed action involves the adoption of a local law to add Article VI “Vestibules” to Chapter 167 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the City Code of the
City of Rye to facilitate the use and implementation of seasonal vestibules on the City’s sidewalks, allowing commercial properties to insulate interiors
safe and proper manner. The proposed action will allow businesses to reduce heat loss at entrances during winter months.

Name of Applicant or Sponsor:

Telephone: 914-967-7474

Rye City Council

E-Mail: Manager@ryeny.gov

Address:
1051 Boston Post Road

City/PO:

State:

Rye

Zip Code:

NY

10580

1.

Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance,
administrative rule, or regulation?
If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2. If no, continue to question 2.

NO

2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency?
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval:

NO

3.

4.
5.

a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action?
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed?
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned
or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor?

N/A acres
__________
__________
N/A acres
N/A acres
__________

Check all land uses that occur on, are adjoining or near the proposed action:
✔ Urban

□
□

Forest

Rural (non-agriculture)

Industrial

Commercial

Agriculture

Aquatic

Other(Specify):

Parkland
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Residential (suburban)

YES

✔
✔

YES

5.

Is the proposed action,
a.

A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

b.

Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

NO

YES

✔
✔
NO

6.

N/A

YES

Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape?

✔
7.

Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area?

If Yes, identify: ________________________________________________________________________________

8.

Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels?

b.

Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action?

Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near the site of the proposed
action?
Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?

YES

✔
NO

a.

c.

9.

NO

YES

✔
✔

✔
NO

YES

If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

✔

The
proposed action will allow businesses to reduce heat loss at entrances during winter months.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply?

NO

YES

If No, describe method for providing potable water: _________________________________________

✔
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities?

NO

YES

If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: ______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
12. a. Does the project site contain, or is it substantially contiguous to, a building, archaeological site, or district
which is listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the
Commissioner of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for listing on the
State Register of Historic Places?
b. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for
archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory?
13. a. Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?
b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?
If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres: _____________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Page 2 of 3

✔
NO

YES

✔

✔
NO

✔

✔

YES

14. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site. Check all that apply:

□Shoreline □ Forest
✔
Wetland
□ Urban

Agricultural/grasslands

Early mid-successional

Suburban

15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed by the State or
Federal government as threatened or endangered?

NO

16. Is the project site located in the 100-year flood plan?

NO

YES

✔
YES

✔
17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or non-point sources?
If Yes,
a.

Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties?

b. Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)?
If Yes, briefly describe:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO

YES

✔
✔

✔

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that would result in the impoundment of water
or other liquids (e.g., retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)?
If Yes, explain the purpose and size of the impoundment:______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
_ Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the location of an active or closed solid waste
19.
management facility?
If Yes, describe: _______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
20.Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject of remediation (ongoing or
completed) for hazardous waste?
If Yes, describe: _______________________________________________________________________________

NO

YES

✔
NO

YES

✔
NO

YES

✔

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE
3, 2019
Rye City Council
Applicant/sponsor/name: ____________________________________________________
__________________________
Date: January
_____________________
Christian K. Miller
City Planner
Signature: _____________________________________________________Title:__________________________________

PRINT FORM
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Agency Use Only [If applicable]
Project:
Date:

Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 2 - Impact Assessment

Part 2 is to be completed by the Lead Agency.
Answer all of the following questions in Part 2 using the information contained in Part 1 and other materials submitted by
the project sponsor or otherwise available to the reviewer. When answering the questions the reviewer should be guided by
the concept “Have my responses been reasonable considering the scale and context of the proposed action?”

No, or
small
impact
may
occur
1.

Will the proposed action create a material conflict with an adopted land use plan or zoning
regulations?

✔

2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use of land?

✔

3. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing community?

✔

4. Will the proposed action have an impact on the environmental characteristics that caused the
establishment of a Critical Environmental Area (CEA)?

✔

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of traffic or
affect existing infrastructure for mass transit, biking or walkway?

✔

6.

✔

Will the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and it fails to incorporate
reasonably available energy conservation or renewable energy opportunities?

7. Will the proposed action impact existing:
a. public / private water supplies?

✔

b. public / private wastewater treatment utilities?

✔

8. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of important historic, archaeological,
architectural or aesthetic resources?

✔

9. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change to natural resources (e.g., wetlands,
waterbodies, groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)?

✔

10. Will the proposed action result in an increase in the potential for erosion, flooding or drainage
problems?

✔

11. Will the proposed action create a hazard to environmental resources or human health?

✔

PRINT FORM
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Moderate
to large
impact
may
occur

Agency Use Only [If applicable]
Project:
Date:

Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 Determination of Significance
For every question in Part 2 that was answered “moderate to large impact may occur”, or if there is a need to explain why a
particular element of the proposed action may or will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact, please
complete Part 3. Part 3 should, in sufficient detail, identify the impact, including any measures or design elements that
have been included by the project sponsor to avoid or reduce impacts. Part 3 should also explain how the lead agency
determined that the impact may or will not be significant. Each potential impact should be assessed considering its setting,
probability of occurring, duration, irreversibility, geographic scope and magnitude. Also consider the potential for shortterm, long-term and cumulative impacts.

Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,
that the proposed action may result in one or more potentially large or significant adverse impacts and an
environmental impact statement is required.
✔ Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,
that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts.
Rye City Council
_________________________________________________
Name of Lead Agency

February 2019
_______________________________________________
Date

Josh Cohn
_________________________________________________
Print or Type Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency

Mayor
_______________________________________________

_________________________________________________
Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency

_______________________________________________
Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer)

PRINT FORM

Title of Responsible Officer
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
NO. 10

DEPT.: Building
CONTACT: Christian Miller, City Planner
AGENDA ITEM: Consideration of setting a public
hearing for September 18, 2019 for a Verizon Wireless
application for a special permit to install a public utility
wireless communication facility on the roof of the
Verizon building located at 182 Purchase Street and
referral of application to the BAR for review and
comment.

DATE: July 31, 2019
FOR THE MEETING OF:
August 7, 2019
RYE CITY CODE,
CHAPTER
SECTION

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council set the public hearing and refer the application to the
BAR.

IMPACT:

Environmental

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

BACKGROUND:
Verizon designed the wireless communication facility to be strategy located on the property,
concealed behind a screened enclosure, to provide enhanced wireless communication
services to the area.
See attached.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
NO. 11

DEPT.: City Manager’s Office
CONTACT: Marcus Serrano, City Manager
AGENDA ITEM: Consideration to authorize the City
Manager to renew an agreement with the Westchester
County Department of Correction to provide transportation
from Rye to the Westchester County Jail in Valhalla, New
York. This agreement would terminate on December 31,
2020.

DATE: July 21, 2019
FOR THE MEETING OF:
August 7, 2019

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council approve the request as recommemded by the
Commissioner of Public Safety.

IMPACT:

Environmental

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

BACKGROUND: See attached agreement and memo from the Commissioner of Public Safety.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
NO. 12

DEPT.: City Manager
CONTACT: Marcus Serrano, City Manager
AGENDA ITEM: Authorize the City Manager to retain the
services of Minol-USA to establish mock billing for Suez.

DATE: July 30, 2019
FOR THE MEETING OF:
August 7, 2019
RYE CITY CODE,
CHAPTER
SECTION

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council authorize the City Manager to engage the services
of Minol.

IMPACT:

Environmental

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

BACKGROUND:
The City Council agreed to work with twelve other Municipalities to retain an attorney for the
purpose of passing State legislation that would allow for the release of water usage data,
petitioning the PSC (Public Service Commission) to release water usage in order for
Municipalities to use this data to bill for sewer services. The PSC did authorize the release of
the data with certain requirements. One requirement was that an agreement must be in place
between the Municipalities and SUEZ for the release of the data. The process to reach an
agreement started taking place. During this process the City worked with the Village of Port
Chester to find a company to use the data to create and collect the fee on behalf of the
Municipalities. An agreement has been reached to release the data. The Village of Port
Chester has retained the services of Minol-USA to collect the data, collect the fee, bill, collect,
and transfer the funds, as well as handle customer support. The Village of Port Chester will be
moving forward with Minol-USA. During this process, the City has been discussing the
possibility of creating a sewer fee. The finance committee has recommended that the City
obtain the data and possible fee for all users. In order to do so and meet all of the
requirements of the State and the PSC, the City will need to retain the services of Minol-USA to
create mock bills that can be viewed.

June 14, 2019
Marcus Serrano
City Manager
City of Rye
1051 Boston Post Road
Rye, NY 10580
Dear Marcus:
We welcome the opportunity to work with you on a data management program for the City of Rye.
Our costs for the program are as follows:
1. The initial database setup cost:

$1.00 per unit

(Estimated cost is $4,100. If the city decides to move forward this $1.00 fee
would be deducted from the contracted setup price for the Port Chester agreement of $3.00/
unit)
2. Mock Billing

$1.00 per unit

(The Port Chester billing contract price is $2.75 which includes all service and postage.)
The scope of work is as follows:
1. Generate “mock billing” each month for the sewer charges for each customer
2. Provide a billing report that would track the individual monthly charges

We appreciate your consideration and welcome the opportunity to work with you on this project. If
you have additional questions, I may be contacted at 206-631-9656.
Yours truly,
Minol-USA
Kevin Marcinek
Vice President of Sales- Municipal Markets

15280 Addison Road, Suite 100

Addison, TX 75001

Phone: 888.766.1253

Fax: 972.386.7711

minolusa.com

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
NO. 13

DEPT.: City Manager
CONTACT: Marcus Serrano, City Manager
AGENDA ITEM: Bid award to All City Management
Services for crossing guard services as recommended by
the Commissioner of Public Safety.

DATE: August 3, 2019
FOR THE MEETING OF:
August 7, 2019
RYE CITY CODE,
CHAPTER
SECTION

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council award the bid as recommended by the Commissioner
of Public Safety.

IMPACT:

Environmental

BACKGROUND:
See attached.

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

FIRE

topARTNIEkr

Robert J. Falk
Commissioner of Public Safety

To:

City Of Rye, New York
21 McCullough Place
Rye, N. Y. 10580
Phone: (914) 967-1234
FAX:
(914) 967-8341

Mr. Marcus Serrano, City Manager

From: Robert J. Falk, Public Safety Commissioner
Re:

ACMS Crossing Guard Bid

Date: August 1, 2019
It is my recommendation that we accept the bid that ACMS has submitted to cover the crossing guard
program. ACMS has been utilized by this department for several years. We have found them to be
consistent in their above average performance while meeting their responsibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

CI
Rob; J alk
Pub ic afety Commissioner
c:

Lt. Scott Craig

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
NO. 14

DEPT.: City Manager
CONTACT: Marcus Serrano, City Manager

AGENDA ITEM: Consideration of a request by the Rye
Free Reading Room for use of the Village Green on
Thursday, November 20, 2020 through Monday,
November 9, 2020 for Novel Night. That includes set up
and clean up. The actual event will take place on
Saturday, November 7, 2020 from 6:00 pm – 11:30 pm.

DATE: August 1, 2019
FOR THE MEETING OF:
August 7, 2019
RYE CITY CODE,
CHAPTER
SECTION

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council approve the request for use of the Village Green.

IMPACT:

Environmental

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

BACKGROUND: The Rye Free Reading Room has requested use of the Village Green to
hold their biennial fundraising event, Novel Night. To allow for setup and cleanup activities, the
RFRR requests permission to use the Village Green from Thursday, November 20, 2020 until
Monday, November 7, 2020. The library will be erecting a temporary tent, with parquet dance
floor, lighting, and a sound system for Novel Night, a biennial fundraising event for the library.
The actual event would be Saturday, November 7, 2020 from 6:00 pm to 11:00 pm.

See attached request.

July 21, 2019
Mayor Josh Cohn
Rye City Council
City Hall
Rye, New York, 10580
Dear Mayor Cohn:
The Rye Free Reading Room respectfully requests the use of the Village Green from Thursday,
November 5, 2020 until Monday, November 9, 2020. The library will be erecting a temporary
tent, with parquet dance floor, lighting, and a sound system for Novel Night, a biennial
fundraising event for the library. The actual event would be Saturday, November 7th from 6:00
pm to 11:30 pm.
The library would assume responsibility for the security of the tent, and would continue our
practice of contracting with the Rye Police Department to provide security for the evening of the
event. The library would also consult with the city engineer and utility companies to avoid
sprinkler and utility lines that may run under the Green, and would work with the Department of
Public Works to address any issue with the lawn that may result from lack of sun during the time
the tent is in place.
The library facilities will be staffed and open to Novel Night guests, and the library will work
with the Novel Night hosts to arrange for cabs and shuttle buses to provide transportation to and
from the party.
I would be happy to meet with any members of the council to answer questions, before making a
formal request on the Council agenda.
Sincerely,

Chris Shoemaker
Library Director

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
NO. 15

DEPT.: City Manager
CONTACT: Marcus Serrano, City Manager
AGENDA ITEM: Consideration of a request by the
Jarden Corporation for use of city streets on Sunday,
September 22, 2019 from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for their
annual Westchester Triathlon.

DATE: August 3, 2019
FOR THE MEETING OF:
August 7, 2019
RYE CITY CODE,
CHAPTER
SECTION

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council consider granting the request.

IMPACT:

Environmental

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

BACKGROUND:
The Jarden Corporation is requesting the Council approve the use of city streets on Sunday,
September 22, 2019 from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for their annual Westchester Triathlon. The
requestor has been in contact with the Rye Police Department regarding the event and
will provide the appropriate insurance certificate to the City Clerk’s office.

See attached request from Eric Opdyke, Race Director.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Noga Ruttenberg
Ruttenberg, Noga P.
Fwd: Westchester Triathlon Sunday September 22, 2019 - Request for Permission
Wednesday, July 31, 2019 10:35:01 AM

From: <eric.opdyke@rev3tri.com>
Date: July 31, 2019 at 10:08:10 AM EDT
To: "'Craig, Scott J.'" <scraig@ryepd.ryeny.gov>, "'Maryanne Veltri'"
<mveltri@portchesterny.com>, "'Lt. Eugene Matthews'"
<ematthews@ryebrook.org>, "'Det. Eric Dengler'" <edengler@ryebrook.org>,
"'Unknown'" <JGreer@Harrison-NY.Gov>, "'Unknown'"
<MDiLauria@harrison-ny.gov>, "'Noga Ruttenberg'" <npeled@hotmail.com>,
<asimon@northcastleny.com>, <MSpizzirri@vpcpd.com>,
<gharisch@northcastleny.com>, <rfalk@ryepd.ryeny.gov>,
<EMSADM2@aol.com>
Subject: Westchester Triathlon Sunday September 22, 2019 - Request for
Permission

Dear Triathlon Stakeholders,
I am requesting your permission to use your roadways for our annual charity triathlon
event. As you know this is a big under taking that can't happen without your support.
I am requesting an email of support as soon as you can get approval from your
respective towns because this is necessary for our NYS-DOT extensive permit process.
The only change from 2018 will be the bike route from mile 14.7 to mile 20. Instead of
using Rt. 120 west of the airport we will return from North Castle via King St. to
Anderson Hill as we have in the past. Unfortunately the road conditions with large
cracks in the road makes that portion of the route unsafe for cyclists.
I will be sending certificates of insurance as soon as I receive them.
Thank you on behalf of the entire Westchester Triathlon Committee.
Eric Opdyke

2019 Westchester Bike

2019 Westchester Bike
Dist

Type

Note

Dist

Type

Note

0.0

Start of route

11.1

L onto Bedford Rd

0.0

L to stay on Playland Pkwy

11.5

R onto Locust Rd

0.2

R onto Forest Ave

12.2

1.4

R onto Grace Church St

Locust Rd turns L and
becomes King St

2.6

R onto Don Bosco Pl

12.3

R onto NY-120A N

2.7

Continue onto Waterfront Pl

12.4

R onto NY-120 N

2.9

Continue onto Abendroth
Ave

12.9

R onto American Ln

13.6

L onto NY-120 S

3.1

L onto N Main St

14.7

L onto NY-120A S

3.1

R onto Willett Ave

14.7

R to stay on NY-120A S

3.2

Continue straight onto King
St

18.1

R onto Anderson Hill Rd

20.0

L onto Purchase St

5.3

R onto Glenville St

21.1

5.8

R to stay on Glenville St

Continue straight to stay on
Purchase St

5.9

L onto Riversville Rd

21.8

L onto Westchester Ave

10.4

L onto John St

22.2

Keep R to continue on
Purchase St

10.4 miles. +799/-314 feet
Dist

Type

Note

24.2

R onto 54/Theodore Fremd
Ave

25.1

L onto 147/Playland Access
Dr

25.3

L onto the ramp to Playland

25.4

Merge onto Playland Access
Dr/Playland Pkwy

26.5

R to stay on Playland Pkwy

26.5

End of route

4.3 miles. +97/-110 feet

11.8 miles. +569/-828 feet

2019 Westchester Run
A.

Water Station

C.

Water Station

B.

Water Station

D.

Water Station

2019 Westchester Run
Dist

Type

Note

0.0

Start of route

0.2

L onto boardwalk

1.5

L towards Playland Circle

2.2

L onto Milton Rd

2.3

L onto Hill St

2.4

L onto Ormond Pl

2.5

R onto Halsted Pl

2.7

R onto Dearborn Ave

2.9

L onto Milton Rd

3.3

L onto Stuyvesant Ave

4.7

R onto Van Wagenen Ave

4.8

L onto Forest Ave

6.2

End of route

6.2 miles. +170/-167 feet

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
NO. 16

DEPT.: FINANCE
CONTACT: Joseph S. Fazzino, Deputy City Comptroller

ACTION: Adoption of the 2019/2020 tax levy and tax rate
for the Rye Neck Union Free School District.

DATE: August 1, 2019

FOR THE MEETING OF:
August 7, 2019
RYE CITY CODE,
§C22-9(A)

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council adopt the following resolution:
WHEREAS, the Rye Neck Union Free School District (District) has certified to the City of Rye
Comptroller taxes in the amount of $12,252,983 to be raised on property within the District located
in the City of Rye, with established tax rates of $997.31148 per $1,000 of taxable assessed value
on homestead property and $1,285.507965 per $1,000 taxable assessed value on non-homestead
property, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020, now, therefore,
be it.
RESOLVED, that in accordance with the provisions of the City Charter, the City Comptroller is
commanded to levy and collect said taxes, subject to any further amendments or approvals
required by the Rye Neck Union Free School District.

IMPACT:

Environmental

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

BACKGROUND:
The Rye Neck Union Free School District has provided the City with the allocation of the tax
levy and tax rates for the Town of Rye and City of Rye. A portion of the City’s share of the tax
levy is attributable to STAR exemptions, which will be paid by the State to the district. The above
amounts and rates are subject to adjustments and adoption by the District at their next Board
of Education meeting.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
NO. 17

DEPT.: City Manager
CONTACT: Marcus Serrano, City Manager
AGENDA ITEM: One appointment to the Rye Golf Club
Commission, by the Council, to fill the term expiring on
January 1, 2021 of Benoit Ugeux who resigned.

DATE: August 3, 2019
FOR THE MEETING OF:
August 7, 2019
RYE CITY CODE,
CHAPTER
SECTION

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council consider appointing Mack Cunningham the vacant
position on the Rye Golf Club Commission.

IMPACT:

Environmental

Fiscal

Neighborhood

Other:

BACKGROUND:
Mack Cunningham was a former volunteer on the commission and has offered to fill the
vacancy. The Rye Golf Club Commission recommends Mack Cunningham without any
objections or opposition.

